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Accountancy at Ole Miss:

A Sesquicentennial Salute
A ccountancy
at

O le M iss : A S esquicentennial S alute
Dale L. Flesher

As the University of Mississippi cel
ebrates its sesquicentennial, the time is
right to investigate the history of the
University and its component schools.
One of those component schools is the
School of Accountancy—an area of study
with a long and rich heritage.
The accountancy program at Ole
Miss technically dates from the hiring of
the first accountancy professor in 1917,
but the subject matter has been taught
since the founding of the University in a
course entitled Political Economy.
From the late 1930s on, the Ole Miss
School of Accountancy has graduated
individuals who went on to become
national leaders in the fields of accoun
tancy and business. From the president
of Fortune 500 companies, to managing
partners in international CPA firms, to
the heads of small businesses, Ole Miss
accountancy graduates have been at the
heart of economic development in
Mississippi, the Mid-South, nationally,
and internationally.
This book outlines the history of the
accountancy program at the University
of Mississippi. Covered are stories
about the faculty members, many stu
dents, and other individuals who helped
the program grow and prosper. More
than 400 individuals are pictured, and
hundreds more are listed as award win
ners or for the contributions that they
have made. An appendix lists all faculty
members who have taught accountancy
at Ole Miss since 1917, and most of
these individuals are pictured. All doc
toral graduates are listed (most of whom
taught part-time at Ole Miss), along
with their dissertation chairpersons.
Members of the School of Accountancy
Hall of Fame, a group that includes both
former faculty and alumni, receive spe
cial coverage.

Accountancy at Ole Miss:
A Sesquicentennial Salute

Dale Flesher, Ph.D., CPA, CMA, CIA, CGFM

Arthur Andersen Alumni Lecturer and Professor
School of Accountancy
The University of Mississippi

©1997—Dale L. Flesher

About the Author
DALE L. FLESHER is professor and
Arthur Andersen & Co. Alumni Lecturer in
the School of Accountancy at the University
of Mississippi, and serves as associate dean
of the School of "Accountancy. He is the
coordinator of all graduate programs in
Accountancy at Ole Miss. He received both
bachelors and masters degrees from Ball
State University.
He holds a Ph.D. in
accounting
from the
University
of
Cincinnati. Dr. Flesher holds CPA, CIA,
CMA, and CGFM certificates.
He has
authored over 180 articles for professional
journals throughout the world, including
The Accounting Review, Journal of
Accountancy, Management Accounting,
Internal Auditing, Internal Auditor, The
CPA Journal, Government Accountants
Journal, Managerial Auditing Journal,
Taxation for Accountants, TAXES, The
Accounting Historians Journal, Accounting
and Business Research, and Accounting,
Organizations and Society. He is also the
author of 31 books, including Operations
Auditing in Hospitals, Internal Auditing
Standards and Practices, Independent
Auditors Guide to Operational Auditing, CMA
Examination Review (with Irv Gleim), and the
50th anniversary history of The Institute of
Internal Auditors and the 75th anniversary his
tory of the American Accounting Association.
He has had five tax books published by
Commerce Clearing House.

Dr. Flesher is a member of many profes
sional organizations, including the American
Institute of CPAs, Mississippi Society of
CPAs, American Taxation Association,
Institute of Internal Auditors, Association of
Government Accountants, Institute of
Management Accountants,
Information
Systems Audit and Control Association,
American Accounting Association, and the
Academy of Accounting Historians (which he
served as international president in 1988).
Dr. Flesher has served as editor of The
Accounting Historians Journal, a position he
held from 1989 through 1994. He previously
edited The Accounting Historians Notebook
for ten years. Dr. Flesher has won numerous
research and teaching awards. He recently
won the University of Mississippi's
Burlington Northern Faculty Achievement
Award as the outstanding faculty member
campuswide. Earlier, in 1976, he won the
campus-wide outstanding teacher of the year
award from Appalachian State University.
He won the 1990 Leon Radde Award from the
Institute of Internal Auditors as the outstand
ing auditing educator world wide. One of his
books and many articles have been translated
into Chinese by a publisher in the Peoples
Republic of China. He recently served on an
AICPA task force which drafted a Statement
of Position. In 1996, he served on an AICPA
task force coordinating the centennial cele
bration of the CPA examination.

In Dedication

F

This volume is dedicated to the memory of Professor H. Eugene Peery, the faculty mem
ber with the longest tenure in the history of the Ole Miss School of Accountancy. Below
is the resolution of the University faculty to the memory of Professor Peery. The resolu
tion was penned by Dr. James W. Davis, who was Peery’s friend, colleague, and former
student.
WHEREAS Professor Harry Eugene Peery of the School of
Accountancy died on June 29, 1993, after serving The University of
Mississippi with distinction for forty-two years since his initial employ
ment as an assistant professor in 1951; and

WHEREAS Professor Peery had a positive impact on the lives of three
generations of Mississippians through his superior teaching, devoted
service and abiding loyalty; and
WHEREAS Professor Peery was highly acclaimed for his teaching
excellence as evidenced by his receiving the University’s third
Outstanding Teacher Award in 1968, the School of Accountancy’s first
Teacher of the Year Award in 1982, and the Mississippi Society of
Certified Public Accountants’ Outstanding Educator Award in 1990;
and

WHEREAS Professor Peery provided a leadership role in campus pro
fessional and honorary organizations including Omicron Delta Kappa,
Phi Kappa Phi, Beta Gamma Sigma and Beta Alpha Psi; and
WHEREAS Professor Peery was honored by his former students with
the funding of an endowed chair in his name which he occupied until
the time of his death; and
WHEREAS Professor Peery will live on in the hearts and lives of his
thousands of former students, their parents and friends; Therefore be it
RESOLVED, That the Faculty of The University of Mississippi recog
nized by this Resolution the contributions of Professor Peery and com
mends his life and work, and expresses to his daughters, Mrs. Martha
Peery Williston and Mrs. Adair Peery Wymore, its profound sympathy
in the loss they have sustained; and be it

RESOLVED Further, That a copy of this Resolution be spread upon
the Minutes of the Faculty and that a copy of the Resolution be for
warded to Mrs. Williston and Mrs. Wymore.
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Ole Miss School

of

Accountancy Enjoys Rich Heritage

During the 1996-97 academic year, the
accountancy program at Ole Miss celebrated its
80th anniversary. The first 62 years were as an
element of the School of Business, and the last 18
as a separate standing school. The first 18 years
as a separate school were progressive ones,
because of the autonomy that a separate school
provides and because of the rich heritage generat
ed during the previous decades of accountancy at
Ole Miss. This volume highlights the people and
events that have made the accountancy program
at the University of Mississippi what it is today.
The Ole Miss accountancy program has pro
vided both Mississippi and the nation with busi
ness leaders in nearly every field of activity.
Graduates have gone on to leadership positions in
international accounting firms, as chief execu
tives in Fortune 500 companies, as heads of gov
ernmental and not-for-profit agencies, and as
owners of small businesses in towns throughout
the Midsouth. Accountancy alumni have also
excelled as professional football players,
Hollywood entertainers, ministers of the gospel,
medical doctors, and beauty queens. Whether in
accountancy or some other field of activity, alum
ni have found that their accountancy education
has given them the skills to succeed in life. Ole
Miss accountancy grads are a diverse lot, but they
all have one thing in common; they have graduat
ed from a program staffed by a distinguished and
dedicated group of faculty.

L. Q. C. Lamar, later a U. S. Supreme Court jus
tice, resigned from the U. S. Congress in 1860 to
teach taxation at The University of Mississippi.
He probably taught only one term as he resigned
from the University in May 1861 to become a
Lieutenant Colonel in the Confederate Army. He
had earlier (1850) taught mathematics at the
University.

and corporate stock had been added to the sub
ject matter of the course. A course in bookkeep
ing was offered for the first time in 1871, but this
was a voluntary course and no grades were given.
The course had been eliminated by 1877. A sep
arate course in state and local taxation was added
to the curriculum in 1898. The textbook for the
latter course was Ely’s Taxation in American
States and Cities, which was published in 1888.
The Ely book discussed all forms of taxes and
the manner in which they were administered. The
book, which consisted of over 500 pages of fine
print, included 32 pages on income taxes. The
income tax chapter appeared in a section of the
book entitled “Taxation As It Should Be.”

The Early Years
In some ways, accountancy instruction is as
old as the University itself. Some topics associ
ated with accounting, primarily taxation and the
preparation of financial statements, have been
taught at the University since 1848 in a course
called Political Economy. Several early chancel
lors (at that time, the business managers of the
University) taught the course, as did L. Q. C.
Lamar in 1860 (Lamar was later a U. S. Supreme
Court justice). By the 1870’s, barter accounting
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The School of Commerce and Business
Administration was formed in 1917 and was
housed on the third floor of the Lyceum, the
building that it was to occupy continuously until
1961 when Conner Hall was built. The first
dean was J. W. Bell, who also taught econom
ics. Bell, an 1898 graduate of the University,
became dean of education and professor of eco
nomics in 1910. In the education school, Bell
taught introductory economics, economic his
tory, and political economy through 1916 when
he went on sabbatical. Bell transferred to the new
School of Commerce in 1917. Except for the
1918-19 school year, Bell served as dean of the
School of Commerce until 1941. He stayed on as
a professor of economics until 1948. Through his
long tenure, Bell provided great stability to the
new school.
Arthur Boone Crosier, a graduate of the
Bryant and Stratton Business College of Chicago
in 1896 and later Decatur College in 1916, was
hired in 1917 as the first professor of accountan
cy. He had taught at Bryant and Stratton for two
years, then moved to South Dakota Agriculture
College where he taught until 1910. He then
taught a year at Wichita Business College, and
then Millikin University in Illinois.
Crosier taught all four courses initially
offered in accounting at Ole Miss, plus two
courses in filing. Other secretarial science cours
es were later taught by faculty members in the
department. Crosier was at least somewhat active
in national professional organizations, as he was
a member of the American Accounting
Association’s (AAA) predecessor organization
at least as early as 1919. At that time, AAA’s only
function was the holding of a national meeting.
AAA was founded in 1916. Crosier served as act
ing dean during the absence of J. W. Bell in 19181919 (Bell was serving that year with the Italian
Army as a representative of the YMCA). By
1923, Crosier was teaching seven different
accounting courses throughout the year.
During 1917 and 1918, the first course in
accounting, which was taught during the sopho
more
year,
was
entitled
Elementary
Accounting—Retailing. The objectives of the
course included familiarizing students with ordi
nary business papers and accounting books

A.
B.
Crosier
joined the Ole
Miss Accountancy
faculty in 1917
and stayed for 20
years.

Ely’s Taxation in American States
and Cities (1888) was a widely
used textbook on the subject of
taxation. The book was used as a
textbook at Ole Miss in 1898 and
well into the twentieth century.

James Warsaw Bell was the first dean to oversee
the accountancy program at Ole Miss. Bell
served as dean from 1917 to 1941, except for the
year 1918-19 when he served with the Italian
Army as a representative of the YMCA.
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(ledgers and journals). Other qualities required
were penmanship, use of adding machines, and
rapid calculations. The second course was
Elementary Accounting—Wholesaling. This was
followed by two upper level courses which were
simply called Advanced Accounting I and
Advanced Accounting II. In addition to the regu
lar tuition, students taking accounting courses
had to pay $1 per semester for use of adding and
calculating machines. Those taking the
Wholesaling course had to pay $1.50 to cover the
cost of materials and the use of the Burrough’s
banking machine.
During the early 1920s, a person who did not
wish to pursue a degree could obtain a Certificate
of Proficiency in accounting. A Certificate of
Proficiency, which would qualify the holder to
teach in any high school, could be obtained in two
years by completing 67 credit hours. Only 12 of
these hours were in accountancy courses. The
program was dropped in 1924, only three years
after it began.

Arthur Boone Crosier provided stability to the
study of accountancy as he was the University’s
only accountancy professor until 1935. The 1927
catalog lists a Mr. A. E. Brinson as a student assis
tant in the department of accountancy and office
management. Presumably, Mr. Brinson assisted
Professor Crosier in the lab portions of the courses
offered. The practice of using student assistants
continued for several years. Crosier resigned in
1937 (some say he retired, but his letter says resig
nation). Besides his reputation as an accounting
professor, Crosier was also well known, at least at
the local level, as a poet. A 1932 article in the
school paper noted that Crosier had written 1,500
poems during the preceding six-month period.
That same article stated that he had written 40
books of poetry since 1929. Some have speculated
that these “books” were in fact lined tablets. There
is nothing in the University Library authored by
Crosier. The poems may have been short, as Clive
Dunham said that he found about half a dozen twoline poems in the desk that Crosier abandoned.

A Major in Accountancy and Auditing
During its first 12 years, the School of
Commerce offered only one major field of study.
All students in business had the same course
requirements, which included 12 hours of
accounting. It was not until 1929 that
Accountancy and Auditing became a separate
major within the School. The other two majors
established in 1929 were Merchandising and
Marketing, and Finance and Banking.
Additional courses had been being added
throughout the decade of the 1920s, including
Auditing, State and Federal Income Tax
Accounting, and two CPA Review courses.
Under the requirements that took effect in 1929,
Accountancy majors were required to take 24
hours of accounting courses including six hours
of CPA Review. One other requirement was that
all students had to demonstrate the ability to
type at least 40 words per minute before gradu
ating. Provision was made for taking typewrit

ing under a capable instructor, for which no
credit was given. A nominal machine rental fee
of $2.50 a semester was charged. The typing
requirement was waived for those who had taken
a high school course in the subject. The typing
requirement was eliminated in 1935. With the
current use of microcomputers by accountants,
it might be wise to reinstate this requirement.
During the early years, the senior level
courses placed heavy emphasis on bank
accounting and required a knowledge of the use
of Burroughs bank posting (accounting)
machines. Clive Dunham, later the chairman of
the accountancy department and dean of the
School of Commerce, remembers the Burroughs
“accounting” machines as the most complex
machine developed by man prior to the space
shuttle. “Its cogs, levers, rollers, and carbon
paper inserts far exceeded anything thought up
by Rube Goldberg.”
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Clive Dunham
and the first to hold a CPA certificate. He
remained chairman of accounting and dean until
1965 when he returned to the University of
Illinois (for more money than he was making at
Ole Miss). While chairman, Dunham put the Ole
Miss accounting program on the map, so to speak,
as he was well known nationally and authored
numerous articles for professional journals.
Dunham, who formerly taught at a college in
Huron, South Dakota, did not apply for the posi
tion at Ole Miss; he was recruited by J. W. Bell,
then the dean of the School of Commerce and
Business. A copy of a February 17, 1937, letter
from Bell to Dunham appears on the next page.
Interestingly, the dean’s recruitment of a replace
ment for A. B. Crosier preceded the official resig
nation; the resignation letter of Crosier, now
residing in the University’s personnel files, was
dated two weeks later on March 2. Interestingly,
in that era before equal opportunity laws, Bell’s
letter emphasized that Ole Miss was seeking a
man for the position, and Dunham is told to not
“mention the communication as we would much
prefer to initiate negotiations than to have the
applications made to us.” Dunham’s starting
salary was $2,400 per year.
When he came for his interview, Dunham
was quite impressed with Dean Bell and
Chancellor Alfred Benjamin Butts. He was simi
larly impressed with the character of the
University. His initial views of the people and the
University never changed. He has recently stated:

Clive Dunham was still a young man when he
joined the faculty in 1937. He later became busi
ness school dean in 1950, but he continued to
hold the title of accountancy chairman. He
moved to the University of Illinois in 1965. He
still lives in Urbana.

For 18 years, A. B. Crosier taught all of the
accounting courses at Ole Miss. He finally got
some help in 1935 when Mr. Sam J. Simmons was
hired as an accountancy instructor. Simmons was
replaced a year later by Preston Whitcomb
Kimball, who also stayed only one year. Kimball
held a masters degree from the University of
Illinois, an institution from which the next two
individuals who were hired to teach accounting at
Ole Miss held degrees. In 1937, Clive F. Dunham
moved to Ole Miss from the University of South
Dakota. Dunham was given the title of Associate
Professor of Accountancy and Acting Head of the
Department. He later became chairman of
accountancy, and then dean of the School of
Commerce (the latter two positions he held con
currently during his last 15 years at Ole Miss).
Dunham had received his Ph.D. from Illinois in
1935. He was the first accountancy faculty mem
ber in the state of Mississippi to hold a doctorate

The character of the University was
reflected in those days by a dozen or
more old men. They pretty much dom
inated policy. They had survived polit
ical interference and the depression
with poise and patience. They taught
the best of the old and welcomed the
new provided it had high intellectual
content. Someone else has described
them as “the true aristocrats.” In the
vernacular, they had class. So had the
University as a whole.
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February 17, 1937

Mr. C. F. Dunham, Ph. D
547 California S. W.
Huron, S. D.

Dear Sir:
The University of Mississippi is seeking a man to
have charge of its Department of Accountancy in it
School of Commerce and Business Administration. Our
present professor of Accounting has resigned to take
effect the first of September next. Your name has been
suggested as one who might be available for this posi
tion.
The place will pay twenty-four hundred dollars a
year to start with and carries with it the title of
Associate professor and Acting Head of the Department.
If, in the course of time, it becomes mutually satisfac
tory to do so, the salary will increase to that of Heads
of other Departments in the University, which at the
present time is three thousand dollars per year, and the
rank will grow to that of Professor in Charge of the
Department.

We are seeking a man with good college training and
who is also a certified public accountant. If you are
interested in the proposition, I would be glad to hear
from you at your earliest convenience in order that these
negotiations may be carried on further. In the meantime
I would prefer that you do not mention this communication
as we would much prefer to initiate negotiations than to
have the applications made to us.
Sincerely,

W. Bell, Dean

Letter from Dean Bell to Clive Dunham.
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Dunham has said that he would like to be
remembered as a good teacher. Apparently he was
if a 1939 student evaluation is any indication. On
a University-wide basis, Dunham was the toprated teacher on campus. Thus, the impression
across campus that the accountancy faculty is an
outstanding teaching faculty is one of long stand
ing. Several later accountancy faculty members
were to win campus-wide teaching awards.
In the early 1940s, Dunham also worked
part time for the Tupelo CPA firm of M. M.
Winkler & Company. One of his former cowork
ers remembered that “he had very poor hand
writing, and thus made a poor staff accountant.
But he was a great teacher.”
Dunham thought highly of the University
administrators under whom he served. As is still
true today, the University did not have much
money in the late 1930s, but Chancellor Butts
compensated by giving rank, position, and good
treatment. Dunham appreciated this caring
treatment.

Clive Dunham joined the accountancy
faculty in 1937 shortly after receiving
his doctorate from the University of
Illinois. He was the first professor in
Mississippi to have both a CPA certifi
cate and a Ph.D.
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Wendell Trumbull
thinker, but rather inaccessible and almost sadis
tic as a teacher and adviser. Following a leave of
absence, Trumbull received his Ph.D. from the
University of Michigan in 1954. Trumbull
authored several articles for professional jour
nals, including The Accounting Review. Journal
of Accountancy, and NAA Bulletin. As has been
true of many professors over the years, Trumbull
left Ole Miss for more money. Following two
years at New York University (which he described
as “horrible”), he later became accounting depart
ment chairman at Lehigh University. His profes
sional service after leaving Ole Miss included a
stint as the editor of The Accounting Review, an
honor he was accorded because of the fine manu
scripts he had published in that journal in 1952
and 1953. Trumbull, who now lives in Bethlehem,
Pennsylvania, recently stated that his years in
Oxford were the most pleasurable period of his
life. It should be noted that he did marry an
Oxford girl, and following the War, they lived in
her family home on North 7th Street.

Wendell Trumbull posed for this photo in his
office in 1952.

Another faculty member hired in 1937 was
Wendell P. Trumbull who stayed 18 years before
leaving to join the faculty at New York University
and later Lehigh University. Trumbull held only a
bachelors degree from Illinois when he joined the
faculty. His starting salary was $900 per year. He
did such a fine job that his salary was increased
to $1,080 per year in 1938. Regardless of the
salary, Trumbull would have stayed because it
was much better than he had been earning during
the Depression when he had bounced around in
dance bands with a violin and guitar. In 1941 he
received his masters degree from the University
of Michigan, during the first of his four leaves
from the University. He was again on leave from
1942-46, this time serving as a Captain in the
Army Signal Corp.
After the War, Trumbull returned to Ole Miss
and eventually entered the Ph.D. program at the
University of Michigan. He chose Michigan
because of the presence there of William A.
Paton, the foremost theoretician in accounting.
He found Paton an inspiration as a writer and

Wendell Trumbull spent many years at
Lehigh University following 18 years
at Ole Miss. This is a 1985 photo. He
still lives in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania.
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The 1940s
Southeast regional meeting of the American
Accounting Association (AAA) in 1949.
Subsequently, as a result of the success of the
Southeast Region, other regional groups of AAA
were formed.
Other faculty members during the 1940’s
included Robert L. Kane (1949-50), who left to
join the staff at the AICPA in New York where he
formulated and administered the CPA examina
tion, and Clarence Scheps (1946-47, later vice
president at Tulane). Scheps later authored the
popular 1949 book, Accounting for Colleges and
Universities. Another Ole Miss Accountancy
graduate, E. E. Davidson joined Scheps as the
coauthor of the 1970 and 1978 editions of the
book. Scheps died in 1991 after a long career at
Tulane University. Kane was considered an out
standing teacher and loved Ole Miss, but he
could not tolerate the housing that the University
provided for the sudden surge in the number of
faculty following the War. Kane stayed in con
tact with the faculty over the years. He used at
least three questions submitted by Wendell
Trumbull on the CPA exam, and gave Trumbull a
part-time job grading the exam. Unfortunately,
the move north was deadly to Kane, as he died
while shoveling snow.
Still other faculty members who served
short periods during the 1940s were Edward D.
Trembley (1940-41; later department chairman
at Florida State University), Louis Roberts
Dougherty, Jr. (1943-44), and Karl Morrison
(who later taught marketing at the University).
Dougherty was hired to replace Trumbull, who
was on military leave, but because of the
reduced number of students at the University,
his services were no longer needed after the
1943-44 school year.
Robert L. Nichols joined the accountancy
faculty in the fall of 1949. Then 29 years old,
Nichols had received his bachelors degree from
Ole Miss in January 1949 and his MBA in
August. He remained on the faculty for two
years, during which time he passed the CPA
exam. In the fall of 1951, he joined Reynolds

The MBA degree was offered for the first
time in 1942. The MBA required 60 semester
hours of course work and the writing of a thesis
(for which six hours of credit was granted). The
senior level accounting courses could also be
taken for graduate credit. Several new courses
were offered for the first time in 1942, including
Advanced Cost Accounting, and Municipal and
Government Accounting. Advanced Cost
Accounting replaced a course entitled Machine
Drills. Machine Drills had been added to the cur
riculum as an elective course in 1938. The
Machine Drills course covered the use of posting
machines, bank machines, billing machines, and
calculators. One hour of lecture and two hours of
laboratory work were required each week.
In 1944, the school became a fully accredit
ed member of the American Association (now
Assembly) of Collegiate Schools of Business—
the main accrediting agency for business and
accountancy programs. Ole Miss was the only
school in the state to hold such accreditation for
the next 16 years. Also in 1944, the University of
Mississippi Chapter of Beta Gamma Sigma was
installed. Beta Gamma Sigma is an honorary
organization for business and accountancy
majors.
In 1946, the Accounting Department was
relieved of the responsibility of teaching secre
tarial science courses. Also in 1946 there were
minor changes in the curriculum. Intermediate
accounting was split into two courses and a sys
tems course was added. Also, Joseph Cerny
joined the faculty. Like the other faculty mem
bers in the department, Cerny held a degree from
the University of Illinois. Cerny retired in 1971,
but resided in Oxford until his death in
September 1994. Dean Clive Dunham later stat
ed that “Joseph Cerny, by his long years of ser
vice, by his innovative teaching methods, and by
his constant insistence that his students should
strive to excel was a major influence in the
department.” Other commentators have been less
kind. One of Cerny’s claims to fame in the pro
fession is that he was one of the founders of the
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Metals Company as an internal auditor. He is
now retired and lives in Oklahoma City. Nichols
recently stated that the reason he left academe
was because the other faculty always looked
upon him as if he were still a student.
The decade ended with several new courses
being added to the accounting curriculum from
1947 through 1949. These included graduate
courses in Auditing Procedures, Accounting
Theory, and Budgetary Control, plus undergrad
uate courses entitled Administrative Accounting
(for those who would use accounting reports
prepared by others), Internship in Public
Accountancy, Auditing Laboratory, and
Advanced Income Taxes (covering corporations,

estates, and trusts). There had previously been
an Advanced Taxation course taught in the
Department of Economics, but the emphasis of
that course, according to the 1938 catalog, was
state and local taxation, “with particular refer
ence to land, income, inheritance, commodity,
and business taxes.” In 1949, a total of 39 hours
of accountancy courses was required to obtain
an undergraduate degree.
Both the School of Commerce and the
accountancy program were growing as the 1940s
came to an end. Of the 116 students receiving a
business degree in 1948, 35 were accountancy
majors. In 1949, accountancy majors made up
40 of the 161 business graduates.

Clarence Scheps taught at Ole Miss from 1946 to
1947, and also worked in the accounting office
on campus as University Comptroller. He had
received a Ph.D. from Louisiana State
University in 1943; he had taught accounting at
LSU from 1937-41. As an undergraduate, Scheps
had been a Phi Beta Kappa at Rice University.
He left for Tulane University where he later
became executive vice president. He died in
1991.

Robert L. Nichols, shown here in a 1974 photo,
received both his bachelors and masters degrees
from Ole Miss in 1949, and joined the faculty
that year. He taught for two years before going
into internal auditing with Reynolds Metals
Company. During his last year, he shared a
Lyceum office with Irving Christiansen.

9

The 1950’s
of a thesis, or a Master of Professional
Accountancy (MPA) degree, which required an
internship in public accounting. Beginning in
1951, the MBA degree could be obtained in any
of four specialized fields: accountancy, finance,
management, or marketing. A minimum of 18
hours in one of these four fields was required.
Also, the dawn of the 1950’s brought with it
a new faculty member—H. Eugene Peery—the
person destined to hold the longest tenure ever
among Ole Miss accounting professors. Peery
joined the faculty in 1951 holding an MA degree

The decade of the 1950s began with a new
dean, as Clive Dunham succeeded M. K. Horne
in 1950. Dunham continued to hold a joint
appointment as chairman of the accounting
department. The name of the major was shortened
in 1950 from Accountancy and Auditing to sim
ply Accountancy. During the 1950’s, there was
little change in the undergraduate program, but
there was an increase in the number of graduate
courses offered for the students in the MBA pro
gram. Actually, students had their choice of either
an MBA degree, which required the completion

Wendell P Trumbull is shown in this early 1950’s intermediate accounting classroom scene. Notice the
adding machine and file cabinet in the comer. The only student that has been identified is Leonard Warren
(1952) in the white shirt (center).
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University of Texas; he retired in 1990 from the
University of Nevada-Reno), and James D.
Jackson (1958-60).
As was true of many of the faculty, Kalo
Neidert lived in University-provided faculty
housing while at Ole Miss. He remembers the
introduction of the case method of teaching in the
cost accounting course. Apparently Dean
Dunham had attended a seminar on using the case
method of teaching accounting courses and want
ed cost accounting to be taught by that method.
Neidert, who normally taught only financial and
governmental accounting courses, was the only
faculty member who would volunteer to teach
using the case method. Although the success of
the course is subject to question, it did provide
Neidert with the opportunity to be invited as one
of 33 participants to a summer Forum on Finance
in New York. He considers that invitation quite an

H. Eugene Peery as a young man.
from Nebraska and a CPA certificate. Peery fin
ished his masters degree at the University of
Nebraska following World War II, where he
served, and was wounded, in Italy.
Gene Peery developed a reputation as an out
standing teacher; in fact, he won the University’s
campus-wide Outstanding Teacher Award in
1968. His reputation for fine teaching was not
slow in developing, because Clive Dunham has
said that Peery was the best teacher on the facul
ty during the decade of the 1950s.
Another of the present faculty—Charles W.
Taylor—came aboard as an instructor in 1957,
although he soon left after two years to work on
his doctorate at the University of Texas. Taylor
received both his bachelors and masters degrees
from Ole Miss and in 1970 received his Ph.D.
from Texas. Other faculty members who served
at various times during the 1950’s included Irving
K. Christiansen (1950-51; Ph.D. from Iowa in
1947; he retired from Creighton University and
died in January 1995), Forrest Dale Higgins
(1951-54; later at the University of Arkansas),
Kalo E. Neidert (1954-57, who left for the

This young gentleman, Carl Nabors, was an Ole
Miss student in 1952. He became a faculty mem
ber in 1961 and remained on the faculty for 31
years. Following his retirement in 1992, Carl has
continued to teach for the School ofAccountancy
on a part-time basis.
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Kalo E. Neidert, who served Ole Miss while a
young man from 1954 to 1957, is shown in a
recent photograph.
Also a student in 1952 was W. Kelly Clifford,
who went on to become a partner with Arthur
Andersen & Company. Following Clifford’s
death, the firm established a scholarship in his
name.

honor because it gave him an opportunity to see
how financial markets really worked. At the end
of his third year at Ole Miss, Neidert received an
unsolicited offer from the University of Texas. He
has recently stated:
After a long discussion with Gene
Peery and after Dean Dunham and
Dean Bryant matched the offer which
included a promotion in rank, I
accepted the Texas offer. It was an
agonizing decision because I liked
both the students and faculty. The
only reason I accepted the Texas offer
was the uncertainty that existed
because of integration which was on
the horizon.

A young Gene Peery in the uniform that he loved.
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Thus, the Meredith incident was even hurting Ole
Miss five years before its occurrence.
The faculty was professionally vigorous
during the 1950s. For example, Joseph Cerny
was quite active on committees of the
Mississippi Society of CPAs (MSCPA), and was
responsible for the MSCPA initiating gold and
silver medals for high scorers on the CPA exam
(beginning in 1950) and medals for the out
standing accountancy student at each of the state
colleges and universities (beginning in 1952). In
addition, Cerny coordinated the annual MSCPA
meeting which was held in Oxford in November
of 1952 (in the then new Alumni House). Fifty
members from throughout the state attended.
Some sessions were held in the new library. The
meeting ended at noon on Saturday to allow par
ticipants to attend the football game against the
University of Maryland (which Ole Miss won in
what was viewed as the top upset of 1952).
Following the game, the MSCPA members vis
ited the Cerny residence at 214 University

A youthful Gene Peery poses in the South
Cheyenne Canyon overlooking Colorado
Springs.

In 1951, student (and future faculty member) Carl Nabors is advised by Professor Joseph Cerny. Nabors
is now retired and living in Oxford. Cerny died in September 1994.
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Avenue for doughnuts and coffee. The MSCPA
newsletter called the meeting “one of the most
successful meetings in the Society’s history.”
In 1953, the first of the MSCPA’s annual
estate planning conferences was held on the Ole
Miss campus. The 1954 and 1955 meetings

were also held in Oxford. At one of the meet
ings, the speaker list included P. K. Seidman of
Memphis—one of the original Seidman broth
ers in the firm now known as BDO Seidman.
Beginning in 1956 the meetings were moved to
Jackson.

Alumnus Sherman Muths is shown in this 1950 era photo with faculty member Wendell P. Trumbull.
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Conner Hall

The front entrance of Conner Hall, as it looked between 1961 and 1993.

In 1961, accountancy moved from the
Lyceum to the new Conner Hall—the building
still occupied by the School of Accountancy dean
and several of the present faculty. Conner Hall
was one of the last major projects of dean and
chairman, Clive Dunham. Dunham was chairman
of the planning committee. His main contribution
was cutting down the costs to what money was
available. In addition, Dunham was responsible
for the shape of the building and the arrangement

of the classrooms, particularly the tiered rooms
which he structured similar to those at the
Harvard Business School. He later stated that
“something aroused the architect’s (from the firm
of Pritchard and Nickles) special interest so that
he managed to give the building style while at the
same time he stretched the funds by structural
economies.” The building subsequently won an
award from the American Institute of Architects.
Dunham decided that 120 square feet would
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be the perfect size for faculty offices. This size
was almost adequate for a single person, but not
so large that some later dean could put two peo
ple in each office. Dunham was influenced in this
decision by a memory of one of his predecessor
deans who in the 1940s assigned two faculty
members to a broom closet in the Old Chemistry
Building.
The large assembly room on the main floor
of Conner Hall (now known as Conner 100, or the
student lounge) was the biggest subject of criti
cism. Some people considered the large room
wasted space, but Dunham wanted to promote a
feeling of unity among students. He thought this
feeling of unity might be helped if there was a
place where students could come together every
day to study between classes. Some faculty
thought the room would be better suited as a large
lecture room, while the Chancellor wanted a din
ing room with a kitchen. The compromise was a
room that could be furnished at different times
for different purposes. Today, most of that large
room is used as a student study area, but about
1/4 of the original room has been remodeled into
a separate conference room. Construction, which
began in November 1959, was completed in May

1961 at a cost of about $750,000. Conner Hall
had separate offices for 42 faculty members and a
suite of offices for the Department of Research.
Unfortunately, it was full to capacity when it was
first occupied, leaving no room for expansion.
Upon completion, the new educational facili
ty was named for Martin Sennett Conner, a for
mer Mississippi governor. Conner was a most
appropriate honoree for a facility housing an
accountancy program. Conner received his B.A.
degree from the University of Mississippi in 1910
and an LL.B, from the same school in 1912. He
served as president of his senior class at Ole Miss
and as editor of the yearbook. He began practic
ing law in Seminary, Mississippi in 1913. Conner
was elected to the state house of representatives
in 1915 and served until 1924 as a representative
of Covington County. He served as Speaker of the
House from 1920 to 1924. He was a delegate to
the Democratic National Convention in 1916,
1920, 1924, and 1932. He ran unsuccessfully for
the office of governor of Mississippi in 1923 and
1927. Conner ran again for governor in 1931 and
was able to win the Democratic primary. As has
been typical of Mississippi politics during most
of the twentieth century, the winning of the

Conner Hall, as it will look in 1998.
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istered like those of any other corporation. To this
day, the state has benefited from the recommen
dations made by Conner. Given Conner’s preoc
cupation with financial reorganization, it is quite
appropriate that the university building which
bears his name houses a school of accountancy. In
retrospect, Conner may have been one of the
state’s greatest governors. However, he came on
the heels of the most controversial governor in the
state’s history, which gave him more opportunity
to perform than most governors ever have.
Given that Conner Hall was almost too small
when it opened in 1961, it is somewhat surprising
that the structure has not been enlarged. However,
given the financial resources of Mississippi, other
things took priority for many years. By the mid
1980’s, nearly half of the accountancy and busi
ness faculty were housed in buildings outside of
Conner Hall, and accountancy courses were
taught in many buildings throughout campus. An
addition to Conner Hall was added to the
University’s list of priorities in the late 1980’s,
but nothing much happened until 1993 when the
Mississippi legislature approved funding for the
facility. However, Governor Kirk Fordice did not
approve of this use of funds, and he line-item
vetoed the funding bill. To complicate matters,
Mississippi law does not permit the governor to
exercise a line-item veto of such bills. Therefore,
there was some question as to the legality of the
governor’s action, and the state Supreme Court
was supposed to decide whether the bill was
approved or vetoed. Whatever the result, the addi
tion to Conner Hall was delayed. The 1994 legis
lature approved a similar bill to fund the addition
to Conner Hall, which the governor signed.
During 1993 and 1994, an architectural commit
tee, which included Accountancy faculty mem
bers, Tonya Flesher, James W. Davis, O. Finley
Graves, and Charles Taylor, worked on the plans
for the new building. When completed, Conner
Hall will be three times larger than the original
Conner Hall. The facility is expected to be com
plete by the end of 1998.
Much of Dean Davis’ time during 1995 and
1996 was devoted to fund raising for the new $22
million addition. Many accountancy alumni and
CPA firms made substantial donations to fund
various rooms in the new building.

Democratic primary was akin to winning the elec
tion. He was elected without opposition at the
November, 1931, general election.
During Conner’s administration, the
Emergency Revenue Act of 1932 was passed (by
one vote) which allowed for a two percent sales
tax. This was the first sales tax in the nation.
Because of this sales tax, many Mississippians
claim that the state is not always last in every
thing; it was definitely first in taxation. There was
much opposition, some of it bordering on vio
lence, to the sales tax. Educators were the prima
ry supporters of the tax.
In addition to providing funds, Conner did
much more to help education in the state of
Mississippi by taking the politics out of the opera
tions of the colleges and universities. Because of
the political actions of his predecessor, Theodore
G. Bilbo, in trying to take over the institutions of
higher education, many of the state colleges and
the University of Mississippi had lost their accred
itation. Conner appointed a new collegiate board
of trustees whose staggered terms would prevent
any governor’s control. This one board controls
all state colleges and universities, unlike the prior
situation where separate boards existed for each
institution. As a result of Conner’s efforts, the
University of Mississippi and three state colleges
regained their accreditation on June 23, 1933.
Martin Sennett Conner could be termed a peo
ple’s governor. In 1933, he delivered an annual
report speech in sixty different counties. In 1934,
he visited nearly every county in the state with a
similar report. Despite the Great Depression, the
economy in the state strengthened during
Conner’s administration. The state treasury had a
surplus of over $3 million when he left office. This
was the largest surplus in the state’s history to that
date, despite the fact that when Conner took office
he inherited the largest deficit in the state’s histo
ry. This act of balancing the budget occurred
despite the depths of the Depression. Part of this
financial responsibility was due to Conner’s cre
ation of a budget control system over all state
expenditures. Essentially, financial reorganization
was Conner’s first concern when he became gov
ernor. Most of his recommendations dealt with
this problem. He felt that the state was a business
organization, and that its affairs should be admin
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The 1960s
The joy of moving into a new building in
1961 was followed the next year by the sadness
of the Meredith crisis. Despite the shooting and
teargas, classes continued without interruption.
Clive Dunham has stated that on the day follow
ing the riot, he did spend nearly half of a class
period discussing the events of the previous
night; otherwise classes went on as usual.
Dunham also has stated that the University was a
helpless pawn in what was viewed by some as a
racial issue and by others as a States-Rights
issue. The violence and martial law made some
faculty members look for new jobs. At the same
time, recruitment of new faculty was made diffi
cult, and accreditation was threatened. Also,
many students who would otherwise have come
to Ole Miss decided to go elsewhere. The only
thing that made faculty recruitment possible was
the fact that the business and accountancy pro
grams were in a stage in their evolution where
previous Ole Miss graduates were getting gradu
ate degrees elsewhere and were willing to come

back to Oxford. These individuals included
Professors Charles Taylor and Albert Craven.
Accreditation by the regional accrediting
agency, the Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools (SACS), was threatened because of the
climate in Oxford. Following a suggestion from
Dean Dunham, a representative of SACS recom
mended that the University be reprimanded over
the Meredith incident—a reprimand being a far
less critical punishment than probation, which
had been expected by some.
At the 1963 meeting of the American
Assembly of Collegiate Schools of Business
(AACSB), the accreditation agency for business
and accountancy programs, there was a cam
paign to have the school put on probation or
expelled. However, Dunham’s meeting with the
AACSB governing board diffused the problem
and nothing was done by the agency. Later, how
ever, in 1964 the business schools at Ole Miss
and Mississippi State University each applied for
accreditation of their masters degree programs.

Several members of the 1967 accountancy faculty are shown above. Sitting from left to right are:
Charles W. Taylor (Acting Chairman), Bennie B. McNew (Business dean), H. Eugene Peery, and Carl
Nabors. Standing are William W. Joor (business law professor), Albert L. Craven, and James W Davis.
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of Trustees in 1958. However, it was 1964 before
the first Ph.D. in accounting was granted to Earl
G. Thames. Thames was the only doctoral degree
recipient until 1968 when Jack L. Smith and John
Whitt received their degrees. Other recipients of
the Ph.D. are listed in a later section. One new
course was added in 1965, primarily for the ben
efit of doctoral students. It soon proved to be
popular to MBA students as well. That course,
which was simply titled “Seminar,” had a catalog
description saying the course involved individ
ual research in accounting, normally involving
field studies.
New faculty members added during the
decade of the 1960’s included Carl Nabors
(1961), who retired in 1992, and present faculty
member James W. Davis (1965). Also in 1965,
Charles Taylor returned from the doctoral pro
gram at the University of Texas. Other faculty
serving during the decade included James D. J.
Holmes (1957-65; who left to go to Southern
Illinois University and then Western Kentucky
University; he is now deceased), Franklin C.
Lowe (1961-66, went into industry and later
taught at Memphis State University), Robert
Louis Beck (1962-63; left for a banking position
in Memphis), Martin Davis (1964-66; later
taught at Mississippi State and Mississippi
College), and Albert L. Craven (1967-72, now at
Mississippi College following 19 years at
Appalachian State University). Charles Taylor
became acting chairman of the department after
Dunham left in 1965, a position he held until
Albert Craven took over in 1969. The reason for
such a long period holding an “acting” title was
because the dean at the time, Ben B. McNew,
also held an acting dean title.

Ole Miss had been a long-time accredited mem
ber of AACSB, while Mississippi State had been
accredited only since 1960. A member of the vis
itation team later told Dunham that the recom
mendation for graduate accreditation was exact
ly the same for both universities, but the
Mississippi State application was approved,
while the Ole Miss application was denied.
Masters accreditation was eventually achieved in
1972.
Despite the problems on campus, the Ole
Miss accountancy faculty enjoyed a national rep
utation. Each year the American Accounting
Association selects one person from each state to
serve on the Membership Committee. During the
ten years from 1957 to 1966, Ole Miss profes
sors were selected eight times. Clive Dunham
served in 1957, Joseph Cerny in 1958, 1961, and
1964. Charles Taylor served in 1959, James D. J.
Holmes in 1960, and Carl Nabors in 1965 and
1966. A professor from Mississippi State was
selected in 1962, while a Mississippi Southern
professor served in 1963.
During the 1960’s the masters program grew
and additional graduate courses were added to
the curriculum. The name of the graduate degree
was changed on at least two occasions during the
decade, but still the emphasis was on profession
al accountancy. However, in 1969, with the sup
port and urging of Dean Ben McNew, the profes
sional accountancy degree was eliminated in
favor of the MBA degree, which offered only a
limited specialization in accountancy. It was
probably at this point that the seed for a separate
school was planted in the minds of the accoun
tancy faculty members.
A Ph.D. program was approved by the Board

At the beginning of the decade of the 1960s, the CPA firm of Haskins & Sells established an award
program for outstanding seniors in the accountancy program. The winners of this award, whose
names appear on a plaque hanging to this day in the office of the dean, were:
1960
1961
7962
1963
1964

-

1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

Carlyle S. Crutchfield
Curtis Trahan, Jr.
Nick Anthony Mavar
Walter Bernard Barlow, Jr.
Daniel C. Hughs, Jr.
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—
-

Fred E. Bourn, Jr.
Paul W Baddour
Jesse B. Tutor, Jr.
Alan W. Perry
M. Allen Jackson, Jr.

The 1970s

Department of Accountancy—1976-77—Front row, left to right: Mr. H. E. Peery, Mr. W. D. Wallace,
Mrs. Diane Pearson, Dr. James W. Davis, and Mr. Michael Troop; back row, left to right: Dr. Edward
Milam, Mr. Joe Sallis, Dr. Joel Philhours, and Mr. Carl Nabors. Charles Taylor was on sabbatical that
year in Europe.

Additional graduate courses were added to
the curriculum throughout the 1970’s, but the
most significant event of that decade was the
establishment of the separate school at the end of
the decade. The first new faculty member hired
during the 1970s was Edward E. Milam who
joined up in January 1971. William D. (Butch)
Wallace and Diane Pearson (later Guyton) joined
the faculty in 1976, and Dale and Tonya Flesher
arrived in 1977 as did Homer Burkett. Faculty
members who arrived during the 1970’s, but who
have since departed include Glyn W. Hanbery
(1971-73, now at University of Denver), Richard
L. Cattanach (1971-73, now in Anchorage,
Alaska), (the latter two individuals both held doc

torates from Arizona State University), James H.
Sellers (1973-78, now chairman at University of
Texas at Tyler), Grover Porter (1975-76 and
1981-85, who left to become chairman at the
University of Alabama in Huntsville), Joel E.
Philhours (1976-77), James R. Crockett (197779, now chairman at University of Southern
Mississippi), Russell Briner (1978-88, now chair
man at University of Texas at San Antonio), and
Gerald Smith (1979-80, now chairman at the
University of Northern Iowa). Given the number
of faculty who have gone on to chairmanships
elsewhere, Ole Miss must be an incubator for aca
demic leadership.
The decade of the 1970s was somewhat a
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meeting in 1969 in Biloxi. In retrospect, Craven
says that his greatest contribution to the program
may have been the people he taught or recruited
who later became leaders of the School of
Accountancy. Craven recruited Edward Milam,
who became the first dean of the School of
Accountancy; he taught auditing at Appalachian
State University to Tonya Flesher, who became
the second dean, and recommended her to attend
the Ole Miss Ph.D. program; and he chaired
James W. Davis’ (the third dean) dissertation
committee. Craven obviously knew good people
when he found them.
In 1975, the Professional Accounting
Advisory Council was established by Grover L.
Porter during his first (and only) year as depart
ment chairmen. The Advisory Council is com
posed primarily of Ole Miss alumni. All members
hold leadership roles in the accounting profes
sion. In late 1975, the Council recommended
establishment of a separate school of accountan
cy and the reactivation of the Master of

Glyn Hanbery taught at Ole Miss from 1971-73
before going to the University of Denver.

period of unrest for the accountancy faculty. The
department had five different chairman (in six
terms) during the 70s. Craven began the decade
and stayed until 1972, when he moved to
Appalachian State University. He was followed
by Charles Taylor who served for two years, and
then Carl Nabors whose period of service from
1974 until 1978 was interrupted by a one-year
stint from Grover Porter. Edward Milam closed
out the decade, first as department chairman and
then as dean of the School.
Albert Craven has recently stated that he left
Ole Miss to move to Appalachian State University
because the dean there offered him the opportuni
ty to build a new business college program. The
Appalachian State dean was a strong dean with a
vision for the future-unlike the situation at Ole
Miss. Craven stated that the dean at Ole Miss
(Ben B. McNew) was unable to provide the lead
ership that the school needed. Craven’s major
accomplishments while chairman included the
recruitment of several doctorally-qualified facul
ty and the sponsorship of the American
Accounting Association Southeast Regional

James H. Sellers taught primarily cost/managerial accounting at Ole Miss from 1973-78. He
served as faculty sponsor of Beta Alpha Psi for
two years. He left Ole Miss for the University of
Texas at Tyler, where he still teaches.
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Accountancy program. The latter program was
reactivated in 1976 after a seven-year hiatus.
Grover Porter has stated:

I assumed the chairmanship position in
the fall of 1975. I had been told that the
Department was under-funded. I soon
learned how badly and why the
Department was under-funded. The
School of Business (SBA) dean was not
allocating a fair portion of the SBA bud
get to the Department. This was true
regarding salaries and other operating
expenses. For example, the accountancy
faculty salaries were well below those of
other peer universities. Also, the SBA
dean was giving the other departments
the lion’s share of the travel expense bud
get available to the SBA. The Department
had to depend almost entirely upon
donated funds for travel and professional
activities. I talked with the SBA dean
regarding the need for a level playing
field for the various departments in the
SBA. He told me, "I'll allocate the bud
get as I see fit.”

James R. Crockett taught auditing at Ole Miss
from 1977 to 1979. He left to go to the
University of West Florida, and later became
director of the accountancy program at the
University of Southern Mississippi.

This set the stage for the School of Accountancy
movement at Ole Miss.

H. Eugene Peery in a familiar pose.
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The Separate School

of

Accountancy

Institute of CPAs to endorse and encourage the
establishment of separate schools. From 1974
until 1978, the concept was continuously studied
by the department, the School of Business, the
University’s Bureau of Institutional Research,
and other groups on campus. As might have been
expected, the dean of the business school was not
overly supportive of a separate school of accoun
tancy. The controversy between the dean and the
faculty was so great that it even made recruiting
difficult. Dale Flesher, who came for an inter
view in the spring of 1977, was told by a disin
terested party, Vice Chancellor Harvey Lewis,
that if he wanted a job at Ole Miss he should
express no opinion on the subject of schools of
accountancy. Lewis told Flesher that the dean,
Ben B. McNew, would not hire anyone who was
in any way supportive of a separate school. On
the other hand, the faculty would not hire anyone
who was not supportive of a separate school.
When asked, Flesher pleaded ignorance on the
subject and was approved by both factions.
In every battle, there are casualties, and in
the battle to form a separate school of accoun
tancy, Dr. Grover L. Porter was the primary casu
alty. Porter was the guest speaker at the
September 1975 meeting of the Northeast
Mississippi Chapter of the National Association
of Accountants (now Institute of Management
Accountants). His topic was “Schools of
Acountancy-Is There A Need for Separate
Schools?” The next day, the Tupelo Daily
Journal carried a story about the speech. One
statement in the story quoted Porter as saying, “I
believe that every state should have a separate
School of Accountancy.” Later in the day, Porter
was called into the office of Dean McNew, who
was furious. According to Porter, McNew stated,
“You better hope you get a separate School of
Accountancy because you will never get tenure
in the School of Business Administration as long
as I am Dean!”
After it became evident that the Department
could not expect fair treatment from the SBA
dean, Porter went and talked with the Vice

The concept of a separate accountancy
school at Ole Miss dates back to at least 1949. In
that year, Joseph Cerny published an article in
The Mississippi Certified Public Accountant, a
quarterly publication of the MSCPA, which
advocated the need for separate schools to teach
accountancy. The article first discussed the trend
of schools expanding the requirements to obtain
an accounting degree and then followed with this
sentence:
The trend is very similar to the one in
law and medicine and it is almost cer
tain that in the next decade or two
there will be several recognized
schools of accountancy as there are
schools of law, etc.

Cerny missed the timing of his prognostication
by a decade or two, but the smoldering ember
was there, and eventually that ember became a
flame.
During the early 1970’s came a growing
recognition that the accountancy program was
going to have to change in order to remain a
viable institution. With the continual change in
tax laws and the changing requirements in finan
cial reporting, the traditional business program
was not serving the needs of the accountancy
profession. Practitioners began to realize the
imbalance that existed between the formal edu
cation of entrants into the field and the knowl
edge required to perform the work of an accoun
tant at the entry level. Because most business
administration programs emphasize manage
ment-related training, there was little room for
addressing the rapid growth in the body of
accounting knowledge. Thus, separating accoun
tancy from the School of Business came under
discussion.
Formal consideration of a separate school of
accountancy at Ole Miss had its inception when,
in June, 1974, the faculty of the department of
accountancy adopted a resolution of concurrence
with an announced policy of the American
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Chancellor, Arthur DeRosier, whom he had
known at East Tennessee State University.
DeRosier encouraged Porter to do what he could
to improve conditions in the Department of
Accountancy, and stated that he would support
Porter to the extent possible. After discussion
with the departmental faculty, Porter formed the
Professional Accountancy Advisory Council.
The Council was designed as a strategy to
enhance the status of the accountancy program
and to improve conditions for the faculty. N.
Kenneth Nail of Tupelo was selected as the chair
man of the Advisory Council. A Kickoff lun
cheon meeting was attended by the accountancy
faculty, the Council members, the SBA dean, the
vice chancellor, and the chancellor.
The Council members thoroughly grilled the
dean at this meeting. Porter had previously sup
plied the Council with all budget materials. In
essence, the Council stated at this meeting that,
“We are donating “big bucks” to the Department
of Accountancy to help it enhance its programs.
Now, we have learned that these donations are in
effect being diverted to other departments in the
School of Business Administration. We want a
stop put to these practices.” Needless to say, this
did not improve the disposition of the dean
toward the Department of Accountancy.
Following the Council luncheon, Vice
Chancellor DeRosier told Porter in a private
meeting that he would support Porter’s plan to
explore the feasibility of creating a separate
school of accountancy. DeRosier later reiterated
this support to the accountancy faculty as a
whole. Porter felt at this point that he was going
to develop the first separate school of accountan
cy in the United States. However, a few days
later, Porter learned from a former colleague,
who was with the Tennessee Higher Education
Commission, that DeRosier was being offered a
position as the university president at East
Tennessee State University. Realizing that he had
lost his base of support within the University
administration, Porter resigned to accept a posi
tion in Tennessee.
Porter did not, however, go quietly. When a
reporter from the student newspaper, The Daily
Mississippian, came to interview him about his
resignation, he told the truth about the reasons

Vice Chancellor Arthur H. DeRosier was an
early supporter of a separate school of accoun
tancy, but he left Ole Miss before he could be of
much assistance.

for his leaving Ole Miss. The article, which
appeared on June 14, 1976, began with a state
ment that Porter was the fifth accountancy chair
man to resign in ten years. Then Porter was quot
ed as saying that “his main reason for leaving
was that the Dean of the School of Business
Administration, Dr. Bennie McNew, was not
supportive of the department of accountancy.”
Porter went on to say “I have had very good
cooperation from Vice-Chancellor DeRosier and
the Chancellor...quite frankly, the holdup has
been the dean. The article quoted McNew as say
ing that “he was not aware that Porter was unhap
py.” A report was cited from the Accounting
Resources Committee which stated “the accoun
tancy faculty would have to be doubled to equal
the student-faculty ratio of the School of
Business Administration as a whole. To equal the
staffing level of the university as a whole the fac
ulty would have to be tripled.” The article went
on to say that the number of students taking
accounting courses had increased 50% between

24

Trustees. Because of the support given by the
administration and alumni, the Board approved
on June 15, 1978, the establishment of a separate
School of Accountancy. At the time, Charles E.
Noyes, then associate vice chancellor at the
University, stated that “this will put Ole Miss out
in front of a great many universities.” Another
advantage that was often pointed out by adminis
trators and trustees was that the new school could
be established without any additional money to
fund it. The current accounting professors of the
business school became employed by the School
of Accountancy. As might be expected, Ben B.
McNew resigned from the deanship of the busi
ness school because of the lack of support he
received from the University administration on
the separate school issue.
The School began operations on July 1,
1979, under the leadership of Edward Milam.
Initially, Milam held the title of Director, but that
was later changed to Dean. The School of
Accountancy became a separate budgetary and
administrative unit on a level equal to that of the
Schools of Business Administration, Law,
Medicine, and other disciplines. By 1979, the
Chronicle of Higher Education called the
accountancy program at the University of
Mississippi “the most independent in the nation.”
The establishment of a separate school of
accountancy at Ole Miss was a controversial sub
ject at the national level as well as locally. In July,
1978, Ronald R. Slone, the director of accredita
tion at the AACSB, sent a strongly worded letter
to the administration at Ole Miss warning that
the University’s plans for a separate school might
directly jeopardize the accreditation of the
School of Business Administration, because such
a move would leave the business dean without
sufficient participating control over key deci
sions at the School of Accountancy. However, the
AACSB was forced to back down due to pres
sure from such organizations as the American
Institute of CPAs (AICPA) and the American
Accounting Association (AAA). The June 25,
1979, issue of the Chronicle of Higher Education
stated “The Mississippi case reflects a dramatic
reversal in the business-school assembly’s tradi
tional attitude toward accounting.” Forces within
the accounting profession, primarily the AICPA

1971-72 and 1975-76, but the number of regular
full-time faculty had decreased during that peri
od. McNew countered this argument by saying,
“accounting faculty members are hard to find.”
Despite the lack of resources, the article went on
to mention the high quality of accounting gradu
ates and the department’s nationwide reputation
for outstanding quality graduates. The final para
graph quoted Porter as saying that he hoped “his
resignation will instigate action on the part of the
Business School dean for the recommendations
of the accounting department. His only regret, he
said, was that he could not stay here to see it hap
pen.”
The dean did not initiate action on the
Council’s recommendations, nor did the idea of
a separate school die. Little happened during late
1976 and early 1977, but the faculty kept the idea
before alumni.
During late 1977, groups of accountants,
including the Chairman of the Mississippi State
Board of Public Accountancy and the President
of the Mississippi Society of CPAs, met with the
University administration to endorse the concept.
The University administration received letters
from alumni and professional accounting firms
throughout the nation lending support to the idea.
In addition, the Professional Accounting
Advisory Council for the Department of
Accountancy adopted a resolution asking that the
University establish a School of Accountancy.
All of this activity was not meeting a lot of oppo
sition (other than from the Business School
dean). A member of the Advisory Council at that
time, Eddie DeMiller, has recently stated that it
was Chancellor Porter Fortune who was one of
the biggest supporters for a separate school.
According to DeMiller, “Without his assistance,
the separate School of Accountancy would prob
ably never have become a reality.”
With the growing support for the concept,
and the growth in the number of accountancy
majors, in November, 1977, Chancellor Porter
Fortune appointed a campus-wide committee to
consider the feasibility of a separate school.
After thorough study, the committee submitted a
report strongly urging the establishment of a sep
arate School of Accountancy. The Chancellor
endorsed the idea and sent it to the Board of
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research.
The School was able to get off to a healthy
start because of contributions from numerous
alumni and CPA firms. The national offices of
Peat Marwick Main & Co., Arthur Andersen &
Co., and Ernst & Whinney (now Ernst & Young)
all made substantial donations (totalling over
$200,000) to the School to purchase new equip
ment (primarily computers) and provide scholar
ships to fifth-year students.
One of the first steps that the new School had
to take was to establish a student records office.
Ms. Drucilla (Drue) LeGrand transferred from
the business school to become the School of
Accountancy’s first records coordinator. In 1984,
a senior accounting student, Leslee Palmer,
wrote a letter to the Editor of The Daily
Mississippian lauding Ms. LeGrand’s efforts to
help students. Included in that letter were the fol
lowing comments:

and AAA notified the deans that made up the
AACSB accreditation council that if they were
not willing to accredit accounting programs, then
accountants were prepared to do so themselves.
In fact, the AICPA and the AAA actually made
plans for a joint accrediting council. That idea
was shelved only after the AACSB indicated it
would work with the accounting profession
toward a mutually acceptable accrediting
process.
Three changes came about at the AACSB as
a result of Ole Miss establishing a separate
school: (1) the AACSB acknowledged that
accounting education deserves to have its own
standards of accreditation. This was the first and
only time that a business specialty had been sin
gled out for such treatment; (2) a university’s
decision to establish a “free-standing” or sepa
rately administered accountancy school would
not be grounds for challenging the accreditation
of the institution’s business program; the over
riding consideration should be the quality of the
accounting program—not how or by whom it is
administered; (3) the AACSB had to remove its
requirement that the business dean must have
“participating control” over all programs. The
replacement verbiage emphasized “the key role
and responsibility of the accounting faculty with
respect to all facets of the accounting program.”
The argument used by the AICPA in obtain
ing agreement from the AACSB was the same as
that used at Ole Miss as a justification for a sep
arate school: the discipline of accounting needs
special status to upgrade the profession. Such
special status is needed so that admissions stan
dards can be higher for accountancy than for the
business school and so that curriculum changes
can be made more readily. Also, the image of the
field of accounting is improved with the estab
lishment of separate schools on a scale similar to
schools of medicine and law.
The objectives of the School of Accountancy
include effectively preparing students for
entrance into a profession which, like law and
medicine, has stringent criteria for entrance.
Another objective is to maintain a close working
relationship with practitioners. This enables the
School to serve the needs of the profession with
continuing education programs and more usable

If I had it to give, this person would
receive a million dollars for outstand
ing contribution to Ole Miss. She
would receive an overdue vacation to
Hawaii for services rendered without
pay, dedication beyond the call of duty
and superior academic advice. I would
also give her an award on “Honors
Day” for promoting academic excel
lence. Since I cannot do any of these
things, I write to you in hope that some
recognition due this person will reach
her ears (or eyes). Lastly, I want to
thank her personally for all she has
done for me.
In other words, thank you Mrs.
Drucilla D. LeGrand.
For those who have not met Mrs.
LeGrand, let me try to describe the
type of person that she is. There are
others like her here at Ole Miss, but to
me, she is the best. She is the kind of
person who answers the same question
forty times a day with a smile on her
face. She handles the academic
records of more than 600 people—and
hardly ever makes an error. She has
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my pride in this school stems from
gratitude and appreciation. I hope that
the hard work that these people have
encouraged me to do will eventually
be worth the tears, late hours of study
and money. I will always appreciate
them for trying to make me a better
person.

given up vacations and sick leave to
work during pre-assignment and reg
istration. I certainly cannot think of a
more dedicated individual. She has
given this University 22 years of qual
ity service, hard work and tears. She
loves her job. I feel the School of
Accountancy is very lucky to have
such a fine example of a person who
gives her all to make other lives a little
better.

Ms. Palmer summarized the thoughts of thou
sands of students in her accolades to Drue
LeGrand and the Accountancy faculty. Ms.
LeGrand retired in 1991 and was replaced by Ms.
Kathy Schmitz, who held a masters degree in
accounting and had previously worked as an
accountant in industry. In late 1994, Laura
Kinney, a CPA with a Master of Accountancy
degree from Ole Miss, replaced Ms. Schmitz.
Mr. Billy Rhodes replaced Laura Kinney in
January 1997.

I feel extremely lucky to be in the
School of Accountancy. The faculty is
superb—distinguished, intelligent,
sincere, dedicated individuals. This is
why I consider the School of
Accountancy to be the best in the
South and, if I might add, in the
nation. Pride is a dangerous thing, but
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The 1980s
The decade of the 1980s was a time of matur
ing. The curriculum was stabilized and there was
a growing emphasis on the masters program.
Much of the success of the School has been
attributable to the quality students who major in
accountancy. The School’s students have main
tained records that have placed them among the
top graduates on campus, and alumni have con
tinued a dominance in success on the CPA and
other professional examinations and as leaders
in the profession.
In the fall of 1980, several law school cours
es were cross-listed as accountancy courses.
These consisted primarily of tax courses. Tonya
Flesher, when she entered the Ph.D. program in
1977, initiated Accountancy’s relationship with
the law school. Ms. Flesher wanted to pursue tax
law as her minor field of study in the Ph.D. pro
gram. Although the law school administration
was somewhat hesitant, the dean agreed to accept
Tonya as a special student if she could get an
acceptable score on the Law School Admission
Test (LSAT). She did so, and was able to sign up

Judy L. Waller of Oxford was named the 1983
recipient of the Arthur Andersen/W. Kelly Clifford
Memorial Scholarship. Dean Edward E. Milam
presents the check.

In 1980, Halliburton
Foundation made a
$5,000 donation to the
School of Accountancy.
From left, faculty mem
bers Edd Milam and
Eugene Peery are shown
accepting the check from
David G. Turner, manag
er of corporate person
nel at Brown & Root,
Inc.
Executive
Vice
Chancellor Harvey S.
Lewis looks on. In pre
senting the check, Turner
stated
that
the
Foundation makes direct
grants primarily to uni
versities from which the Halliburton companies employ a substantial number of graduates. One Ole Miss
faculty member worked for Brown & Root for a summer, as Homer Burkett interned with the firm in 1979.
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In 1983, chancellor Porter Fortune (second from right) and Edward Milam (left) accept a
$16,000 check from Ernst & Whinney partners Travis Smith of Memphis and Bill Cox of
Jackson. The check represented an installment from a five-year grant to assist in the implemen
tation of the School of Accountancy.

In 1980, Dale and Tonya Flesher look over the
first of several books that they coauthored
together.

Dale Flesher holds the English version of his
1982 book on operational auditing along with
several Chinese translations. The English ver
sion sold for $50. The Chinese copy sold for the
equivalent of about 60 cents.
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for a third-year tax law course during her first
semester in the program. She led the course, and
also performed capably the next semester. Other
accounting students followed her lead the next
year and also performed admirably. As a result,
the law school decided to accept other account
ing students—including masters students—into
the tax law courses. With the cross listing of
courses in 1980, students can now take certain
courses in the law school without having to be
formally admitted to the law school.
In 1982, the Ole Miss School of Accountancy

became one of the first 40 schools in the nation
to receive separate accounting accreditation from
the American Assembly of Collegiate Schools of
Business (AACSB). The accreditation report was
compiled by Professor Grover Porter, who had
rejoined the faculty in 1981 following a five-year
absence. Accreditation was secured at both the
graduate and undergraduate levels. For the next
nine years, Ole Miss was the only university in
the state to be fully accredited at both the bache
lors and masters degree levels.
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The Accountancy Alumni Chapter
Following the formation of the School of
Accountancy in 1979, a joint Business and
Accountancy Alumni Chapter was formed. In
1983, the Accountancy Alumni Chapter was
split off as a separate entity. The objectives of
the Alumni Chapter include providing funding
for scholarships and other School of

Accountancy activities. The presidents of the
Accountancy Alumni Chapter are listed in
Exhibit 1. The Chapter presidents are assisted
by a board of directors. Individuals, other than
chapter presidents, who have served on the
Alumni Chapter Board of Directors are also list
ed in Exhibit 1.

EXHIBIT 1

ACCOUNTANCY ALUMNI CHAPTER
PRESIDENTS
AND DIRECTORS
Chapter Presidents
1983- 84
1984- 85
1985- 86
1986- 87
1987- 88
1988- 89
1989- 91
1991-93
1993-95
1995-97

....................................................................................... William L. Eubank, Jr., Jackson, MS
................................................................................................. Gene P. Tate, New Albany, MS
.............................................................................................. Cecil C. Brown, Jr., Jackson, MS
........................................................................................... Charles C. Clark, Birmingham, AL
..................................................................................... Howard L. Davidson, Booneville, MS
............................................................................................................ John P. Nail, Tupelo, MS
......................................................................................................Roger P. Friou, Jackson, MS
................................................................................................ Arnold L. Young, Raymond, MS
........................................................................................ Jim (Bubba) McArthur, Jackson, MS
.....................................................................................................Larry J. Hardy, Memphis, TN

In 1984, Edd Milam and Chancellor Gerald Turner accept a check from E & W (now E &Y) employees
Barry Flynn, Tommy Womack, Randy Graves, Jim Bowling, and Travis Smith.
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Shown with Ole Miss Accountancy School Dean Ed Milam (second from left) in 1986
are (from left) the Accountancy Alumni president-elect, Howard Davidson of Davidson
Chevrolet in Booneville; the 1986-87 president, Charles C. Clark of Peat, Marwick and
Mitchell in Birmingham, Ala.; and the chapter’s outgoing president, Cecil C. Brown, Jr.
of Tann Brown Inc. in Madison, Miss.

CHAPTER DIRECTORS
All of the presidents served as chapter directors.
In addition, the following individuals have served on the board.
C. Matthew Lusco, Birmingham, AL
Greg Markow, Jackson, MS
John R. McCarty, Magee, MS
R. Thomas McCormick, Memphis, TN
Jim Moore, Memphis, TN
Johnny Newman, New Orleans, LA
Fred Ray, Jackson, MS
Rod Russ, Jackson, MS
Virgil Sandifer, Greenville, MS
Ron Stimpson, Memphis, TN
Benny Taylor, Water Valley, MS
Jon Turner, Jackson, MS
Donna Dukes Wade, Oxford, MS
John Weatherly, Natchez, MS

Ronald G. Applewhite, Jackson, MS
Walter Blessey, Biloxi, MS
Larry Bryant, Laurel, MS
Tom Butchart, Canton, MS
Charles Caldwell, Natchez, MS
Wanda Courter, Jackson, MS
Robert A. Cunningham, Jackson, MS
Willis Frazer, Clarksdale, MS
Larry T. Gentry, Guntown, MS
Randy Graves, Collierville, TN
Larry Hardy, Cordova, TN
Sally Mary Herbert, Addison, TX
Robert Jackson, Sr., Hattiesburg, MS
Don Jones, Bermuda
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In 1981, NAA Chairman Robert J. Donachie (center) was special guest speaker at the annual
banquet of Beta Alpha Psi. Meeting with Mr. Donachie before the program are (left) Dr.
Grover L. Porter (Northeast Mississippi Chapter), professor of accountancy and NAA nation
al director, and Dr. Edward E. Milam, director of the School of Accountancy.

(Left) L. Murphy Smith was an
assistant
professor
of
Accountancy at Ole Miss from
1981 to 1984. During his final
year he was sponsor of Beta
Alpha Psi.

(Right) Larry J. Hardy, a 1968 grad
uate with a masters in 1969, is the
1995-97
president
of
the
Accountancy Alumni Chapter. He is
a partner with Ernst & Young.
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The Late 1980’s
Edward Milam resigned as dean in 1987 to
return to full-time teaching. He subsequently left
Ole Miss in 1990 and moved to Mississippi State
University, where he married one of that institu
tion’s accountancy faculty members. Following a
national search, Milam was replaced as dean by
Dr. Tonya K. Flesher. Tonya became the first
woman dean in the 140-year history of Ole Miss.
Tonya received her Ph.D. from Ole Miss in 1979.
One of Tonya’s first jobs as dean was to
humanize the image of the School of
Accountancy across campus. Many departments
on campus had an image of the School’s adminis
tration as one of uncooperativeness. For years,
the burden of too many students in accountancy
had caused the departmental administration, from
the dean on down, to refuse to cooperate with
requests from other departments. Tonya Flesher
recognized this problem and set about to make
the School of Accountancy the epitome of cam
pus cooperation.
During the 1980s, the accountancy faculty
matured into a group of individuals with diverse

Tonya Flesher became Dean of the School of
Accountancy in 1987. She served six years in the
position.

The Accountancy faculty in 1988: (front row) James Davis, Tonya Flesher, Eugene
Peery, Diane Guyton, Edward Milam, (back row) Butch Wallace, James Thompson,
Homer Burkett, Dale Flesher, Charles Taylor, and O. Finley Graves.
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Flesher was the president of the Academy of
Accounting Historians in 1988, and Tonya
Flesher was elected to the same position for 1993.
Edward Milam was president of
the Federation of Schools of
Accountancy. James W. Davis is a
past president of the Mississippi
Society of CPAs, and Charles
Taylor was a member of the State
Board of Accountancy during the
1980s (appointed by two different
democratic governors), and was
recently reappointed by republican
Governor Kirk Fordice to a new
term. Taylor has also served as a
vice president of the National
Association of State Boards of
Accountancy (NASBA). And no
other school in the country has
been
as active at the national
Faculty members have been very active in the Institute of
level in the Institute of
Management Accountants (formerly the National Association of
Management Accountants (IMA;
Accountants). The local chapter was the number one chapter in
formerly the National Association
the nation in 1986-87 when several faculty members were serving
of Accountants). Professors James
as officers or on the board. Pictured are Arlin Spence (now an
Sellers, Grover Porter, Russell
accountant with the University), Francis McNair (doctoral
Briner,
Dale Flesher, Homer
instructor, now a faculty member at Mississippi State), Diane
Burkett, Diane Pearson Guyton,
Pearson Guyton, Russell Briner, Homer Burkett, and Dale Flesher.

talents and national prominence in the field.
Several faculty members have served as national
officers of professional organizations. Dale

In 1989, the firm of
Ernst & Whinney (now
Ernst & Young) pre
sented $25,000 of soft
ware to the School of
Accountancy. Shown
accepting the award
are faculty members
Judith Cassidy, Diane
Guyton, Tonya Flesher,
and E&W employees.
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Morris Stocks, and Judith Cassidy have all been
active with IMA. Flesher, Burkett, Briner,
Guyton, and Cassidy have all served as IMA
chapter president. There has even been a student
chapter of IMA, which was initially organized by
Diane Pearson Guyton. Upon Ms. Guyton’s
retirement in 1992, the chapter was taken over by
doctoral student Russell Hardin. Judith Cassidy
has been faculty sponsor since 1993.
Also recognized at the international level was
Dale Flesher who was selected by the Institute of
Internal Auditors as the 1990 recipient of that
organization’s Leon Radde Outstanding Educator
Award. Charles Taylor received the Mississippi
Society of CPAs first ever Outstanding Educator
of the Year Award in 1988. H. Eugene Peery won
the same award in 1991, and James W. Davis was
the recipient of the 1993 award. Tonya K. Flesher
was selected as the 1995 winner.
During the decade of the 1980s, the faculty
produced at least thirty-five books and over 200
journal articles—numbers way above average for
accountancy faculty nationwide. In addition, both
of the Fleshers and Finley Graves have served as
editors of well known accounting journals.
In 1981, Dean Edward E. Milam established

James W. Davis (right) accepts his plaque as
Mississippi’s Outstanding Educator of the Year
in 1993. MSCPA president Jimmy Burkes made
the presentation at the annual meeting in
Destin, FL.

Faculty members Russell Briner, Diane Pearson, and Dale Flesher wait for
someone to bail them out of the jail established by the student chapter of the
Institute of Management Accountants in 1987. The jail was a project to raise
money for the Peery Chair campaign. Graduate student Jeanette Sanfilippo
was the coordinator of the project.
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both an outstanding researcher award and an out
standing teacher award. These awards were start
ed primarily as a way of channeling an extra
$ 1,000 each year to a deserving faculty member
and to encourage accountancy faculty to be the
best they could be. To spread the awards around,
once an individual wins one of the awards, they
are not eligible for consideration in the subse
quent three years. The past winners of the
Outstanding Researcher of the Year Award were:

1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996

................................. Dale L. Flesher
........................................... Tonya K.Flesher
............................... Grover L. Porter
........................................ William D.Wallace
............................... Dale L. Flesher
............................... 0. Finley Graves
........................ James H. Thompson
........................ William D. Wallace
................................................ Dale L.Flesher
............................... 0. Finley Graves
........................................... No Award
........................................... Tonya K.Flesher
................................................ Dale L.Flesher
.................................. Morris Stocks

Dale Flesher and Diane Guyton were the recipi
ents of the 1991 Outstanding Researcher and
Outstanding Teacher Awards.

Dean Davis presents checks to Professors Morris Stocks and Dale Flesher, who were
selected as the Outstanding Teacher and Outstanding Researcher of the Year, respectively,
for 1995.
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In 1991, the Memphis Chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors made a grant to the School of
Accountancy to support internal audit research and student activities. Presenting the check to Dean Tonya
Flesher is Peter Williston of the Memphis Chapter. Williston is the son-in-law of H. Eugene Peery.

Despite the prominence in research and pro
fessional service, the faculty has maintained its
teaching effectiveness. Across campus, the
accountancy faculty is highly regarded for its
teaching prowess. Even though the School has
only thirteen full-time faculty members, it has
won more than its share of campus-wide teach
ing awards. Two faculty, H. Eugene Peery
(1968) and James W. Davis (1986) have won the
university-wide Outstanding Teacher of the Year
Award. Three other faculty, Tonya Flesher
(1986), Dale Flesher (1987) and O. Finley
Graves (1990), have each won the University
wide Burlington Northern Faculty Achievement
Award (an award for teaching and scholarship).
In fact, on the latter award, Accountancy
claimed two of the first six awards and three of
the first twelve. Tonya Flesher also received the
1988 Mortar Board Outstanding Teacher
Award—another
campus-wide
award.
Obviously the accountancy program is well

thought of throughout the campus community.
Another faculty member, Charles Taylor, won
the Outstanding Teacher of the Year Award from
the School of Business when the MBA students
selected him as the best teacher in the MBA pro
gram. The business school administration had
not anticipated that a School of Accountancy
faculty member would win the award. In subse
quent years, accountancy professors were elimi
nated from eligibility. These six individuals are
not alone. A student evaluation of teaching con
ducted in 1990 found that all but one member of
the accountancy faculty was evaluated as being
above the 90th percentile campuswide. That is
an outstanding teaching faculty.
The first winner of the School of
Accountancy’s Outstanding Teacher of the Year
Award was H. Eugene Peery. In subsequent
years, Peery refused to allow his name on the
ballot because he felt that since he was the high
est paid faculty member, he did not need the
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$1,000 award as much as would a younger fac
ulty member. The recipients of the School of
Accountancy’s Outstanding Teacher of the Year
Award have been as follows:

though, that this output and these awards are due
to the dedication and work of the faculty. “The
faculty has been stretched extremely thin.” For
example, when a campus-wide committee is
formed for some purpose, the College of Liberal
Arts has nearly 300 faculty members to select
from; while the School of Accountancy has only
13. Flesher feels that it is the pride in being a sep
arate school that keeps the faculty motivated and
willing to do the extra work. “The separate
school structure has allowed us to accomplish so
much.”
With respect to curriculum matters, the main
change in the 1980s was the introduction of a
masters program in taxation. The Master of
Accountancy with Tax Emphasis was formally
approved in 1987. At the time there were only 98
such programs in the United States, and no other
in Mississippi. Rebecca Bain was the first offi
cial graduate of the program. Students had previ
ously specialized in tax by selecting tax courses
as electives, but formal recognition allowed the
tax emphasis to appear on a student’s transcript.
It was not long before about half of all accoun
tancy masters students were selecting the tax

1982 ............................... H. Eugene Peery
1983 ................................. James W. Davis
1984 ......... Diane Pearson (later Guyton)
1985 .............................. Russell F. Briner
1986 ............................ Tonya K. Flesher
1987 .............................. 0. Finley Graves
1988 ................................. James W. Davis
1989 ............................ Edward E. Milam
1990 ............................ Charles W. Taylor
1991 .................... Diane Pearson Guyton
1992 .............................. Dave L. Nichols
1993 ............................... James W. Davis
1994 ............................... 0. Finley Graves
1995 ....................................Morris Stocks
1996 ............................... W. Mark Wilder

As the above statistics indicate, the School
of Accountancy faculty has been extremely pro
lific since separate school status was granted.
Former dean Tonya Flesher is quick to note,

In 1983, J. W. “Bob” Miley (center) and F. Walker Tucei (far right) presented a check to the School of
Accountancy representing a donation from alumni associated with Arthur Andersen & Co. Looking on are
Edward Milam, Vice Chancellor Peter Wagner, and Chancellor Porter L. Fortune.
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emphasis. The faculty quickly developed a
strong niche in the tax area as William (Butch)
Wallace, Dale Flesher, and Tonya Flesher all
authored several books each on the subject of
taxation. In fact, Tonya Flesher became the asso
ciate editor on the best selling tax textbook in the
country. The opening of the Tax History
Research Center and the ongoing Beta Alpha Psi
Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) pro
gram, administered by Homer Burkett, added
even more to the credibility of the program.
Several faculty served on national committees of
the American Taxation Association. By the end
of the decade of the 1980s, the Ole Miss tax pro
gram had become one of the largest and best
received in the country.
Perhaps the most far reaching event of the
1980’s was the campaign to fund the Peery Chair
of Accountancy. When the Campaign for Ole
Miss began in the early 1980’s, one of the objec
tives was to fund an endowed professorship to
honor H. Eugene Peery, one of the most beloved
professors to ever teach at Ole Miss. Peery influ-

Vice Chancellor Ray Hoops and Dean Tonya
Flesher cut the School’s 10th anniversary cake
in 1989.

Professors Peery, Davis, T. Flesher, and D. Flesher gather to discuss their campuswide teaching awards
which each had won. Peery and Davis both won the Elsie Hood Outstanding Teacher Award. The Fleshers
each won the Burlington Northern Faculty Achievement Award. Finley Graves later won the latter award
to become the fifth accountancy professor to win a campus-wide award.
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Dean Tonya Flesher presents the 1988 outstanding teacher award to her associate dean, James W. Davis.

Gene Peery lectures to Howard Davidson and Eddie Demiller at the 1988 celebration of the funding of
the Peery Chair in Accountancy.
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Dean Tonya Flesher accepts the keys to a new 1990 Chevrolet Lumina from Howard Davidson, an alum
nus and Booneville, MS, General Motors dealer. The donation, driven to professional meetings at vari
ous times by all of the faculty, subsequently saved the School of Accountancy more than $18,000-plus
provided excellent advertising for the program.

In 1987, Gene Peery gave a standing-room-only lecture to alumni assembled in the lobby of Conner
Hall in celebration of the completion of the fund drive for the Peery Chair of Accountancy. Peery was
the first holder of the Chair, later followed by Rees T. Bowen and James W Davis.
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plaque was dedicated by Chancellor R. Gerald
Turner at a special ceremony attended by a large
number of alumni on Saturday, October 3, 1987.
Gene Peery was in his usual good form at that
ceremony as he reminisced about many of the
students that he had taught over the years.
In addition to the Peery Professorship, the
School has another endowment to enhance the
salary of a faculty member—this one donated by
the alumni with the firm of Arthur Andersen &
Co. In 1988, Dale Flesher was named as the hold
er of the Arthur Andersen & Co. Alumni
endowed position.

enced thousands of lives during his tenure at the
University, and many of those individuals have
given toward the endowment. Over $750,000 has
been collected, and the campaign is still ongo
ing. As a result, an engraved steel portrait of
Peery now hangs in Conner Hall, and during his
final years Mr. Peery earned a salary commensu
rate with his role at Ole Miss. The endowment
agreement provided that when Mr. Peery retired,
the professorship would go to another distin
guished faculty member, but the name H. Eugene
Peery will remain on the professorship forever as
a part of the Accountancy School. The engraved

In 1988, Carl Powell, an honors student in
Accountancy, became the first AfricanAmerican student elected to an Associated
Student body (ASB) office. He served as
treasurer for 1988-89. Powell was named to
the Student Hall of Fame in 1989. After
graduation, he entered the MBA program at
Harvard.

In 1987, the firm of Peat Marwick made a $25,000
donation to the Peery Chair of Accountancy. Paul
Johnson (center) of Peat Marwick presents the check
to vice chancellor Morris Marx. Looking on are Gene
Peery, Edward Milam, and Robert Khayat (far right).
Khayat was then a vice chancellor; he became chan
cellor of the University in 1995.

In 1988, the student chapter of the National
Association of Accountants (now IMA)
received its charter from the national orga
nization. Shown are student officers Trey
Wayne, Jeanette Sanfilippo, Professor
Russell Briner, Mike Akers, Professor Diane
Pearson Guyton, ?, and Carl Leggett.
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Accountancy Order Members
In addition to an engraved plague of
Eugene Peery, the lobby of Conner Hall also
displays plaques honoring more than 80
Accountancy alumni who have donated $5,000
or more to the program. This Gallery of
Distinction was also unveiled on October 3,

1987, when the Peery plaque was dedicated.
The $5,000 donation to qualify a person for the
Order can be given as a lump sum or pledged
over a period of years. These donors are
accorded membership in the Accountancy
Order. Members include:

Biloxi................................Walter J. Blessey IV

Alabama—Mountain Brook .Charles C. Clark
Decatur . . .Willis Edgar Young, Jr.
California ............................... James T. McKee
Charles S. Boyd
Florida—Miami
.......... William L. Cox
Indiana.............
............... Tom Buttress
Louisiana.........
James W. “Bob” Miley
John W. Newman
Walker Tucei
New York—New York .. .Thomas W. Avent, Jr.
Oklahoma—Broken Arrow
Kerry J. West
Tennessee—Cordova
Hugh James Boone
Randy L. Graves
Larry J. Hardy
Travis E. Smith
Wendell Ward Weakley
Germantown
.... William M. Hope
Memphis ...
.............. Coopers & Lybrand
Deloitte & Touche
William Carlton Drummond
Ernst & Young
Robert Thomas McCormick
Lucien S. Minor
Price Waterhouse
Reynolds, Bone & Griesbeck, CPAs
Rhea & Ivy
Joe C. Weller
Texas—Cypress
............. M. Guion Bond, Jr.
Dallas .............
........... Rees Tate Bowen III
KPMG Peat Marwick Fdn.
Fort Worth
... .Harmon M. Walker, Jr.
Houston .
.. .Arthur Andersen & Co.
Exxon Foundation
Donald D. Jones
Mark Q. Partin
RenitaA. Partin
John Mack Sullivan

Booneville........................ Howard L. Davidson

Columbus.................. Wiley C. Hutchins, M.D.
Eupora......... Watkins, Ward & Stafford, CPAs

Greenwood..............Claudia Birdsong Henson
Grenada.................... Walter Allen McCool, Jr.
James Gilbert Martin
Gulfport....................................Donnie D. Riley
Hattiesburg ................... Robert T. Jackson, Sr.
Michael E. McElroy

Jackson.......................... John Louis Black, Jr.
Fred E. Bourn (deceased)
Mr. & Mrs. Cecil C. Brown, Jr.
John Gordon Corlew
George R. Day
Edward A. DeMiller, Jr.
Walter M. Denny, Jr.
William Leon Eubank
Roger P. Friou
Daniel C. Hughes, Jr.
Jitney Jungle Stores of America, Inc.
Paul H. Johnson III
James T. Knight
Dewitt M. Lovelace
James L. McArthur
Mississippi Tax Institute
John N. Palmer
William B. Ridgway, Jr.
Randy E. Young

Madison................................. Richard L. Young

Magee........................................ McCarty Farms
John R. McCarty
Meridian ................................. Glenn D. Brown
Oxford........................................ James W. Davis
Dale L. Flesher
Tonya Kay Flesher
New Albany................................. Vance L. Witt

Jesse B. Tutor, Jr.
Jerry E. West
Susan McKeen Murray
Wisconsin-Milwaukee .................. Mike Akers
1 Anonymous Member

Raymond................................. Arnold L. Young

Ridgeland.................... Mobile Communication
Corp. of America

Water Valley........................... Bennie C. Taylor
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Other Major Donations to the School
The Memphis office of Deloitte & Touche was
one of the first to pledge an annual fellowship
in that amount. Roger Friou, an executive with
Jitney Jungle in Jackson, gave a similar fellow
ship in honor of his mother. Later, Arthur
Andersen and Price Waterhouse pledged fel
lowships. In 1993, the Mississippi Tax Institute
approved the awarding of a comparable fellow
ship to a graduate student in taxation. KPMG
Peat Marwick also provides a fellowship, as
does Ernst & Young.
During the late 1980s and early 1990s,
Shell Oil Company provided funds for scholar
ships to outstanding seniors in Accountancy.
The name of these scholarships was changed to
the Accountancy Alumni Chapter Scholarships
in 1994.

Immediately upon establishment of the sepa
rate school, three of the large CPA firms made
major contributions to the program. The Arthur
Andersen Foundation gave $90,000 primarily for
graduate student fellowships and entertained the
faculty for a weekend in New Orleans, during
which time the grant was announced. The Ernst
& Whinney Foundation (now Ernst & Young)
pledged $75,000 for fellowships over five years,
and Peat, Marwick & Company gave about
$35,000 for computer equipment. Because of this
latter donation, the School of Accountancy com
puter lab was named the Peat, Marwick
Computer Room.
When Tonya Flesher became dean, she
began a campaign to raise annual fellowships
in the amount of $3,000 for graduate students.

The CPA firm of Deloitte & Touche has for several years given an annual $3,000fellowship to a masters
student in accounting. Shown presenting a check to 1990 recipient Christine Sullivan is (from left) Gerald
Searfoss of the national office, and alumni Tom McCormick and Guy Stegall of the Memphis office.
Searfoss was responsible for a large donation of tapes from the firm to the University’s videotape library.
McCormick and Stegall both serve on the Accountancy Advisory Council, with McCormick serving as
chairman from 1988 to 1996.
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The 1990 group of Shell Assist Scholars-selected midway through their junior year-consisted of John
Randall Kinsey, Susan Robinson, Christine Sullivan, and Gerald Grant Monroe. All won Taylor medals
the following year.

In 1988, Roger Friou presented Dean Tonya Flesher with the first check to establish the Annie Belle H.
Friou Tax Fellowship.
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Research Centers
In 1988, the School acquired a research cen
ter as the Academy of Accounting Historians
selected the University to be the site of a Tax
History Research Center. Faculty members Dale
and Tonya Flesher were primarily responsible for
getting the Center to locate at Ole Miss. The
Center houses taxation research material dating
back to the dawn of the corporate income tax in
1909. Several major collections of materials have
been donated to the Center, some from alumni.
One of the largest donations came from the
Memphis office of BDO Seidman. An alumnus
working for BDO Seidman, Roxanne Miller
Ballard, intercepted hundreds of publications
bound for the trash heap. The Seidman materials
dated back to 1916, with a good number from the
1930s. The Tax History Center is currently
housed in LaBauve Hall, where several faculty

members have their offices.
An archival center for EDP auditing materi
als was instituted in 1992. Doctoral student
Tommie Singleton, from Muscle Shoals,
Alabama, was instrumental in getting the EDP
archives established. Through substantial dona
tions of materials from some of the pioneers in
EDP auditing, the archival center now boasts
thousands of volumes, many of them quite rare.
The largest donation so far came from Harold
Weiss of Reston, VA, one of the pioneer gurus of
EDP auditing.
The School of Accountancy also houses an
accountancy videotape center. The videotape
library, owned by the Academy of Accounting
Historians, consists of several hundred tapes deal
ing with accounting subjects, including inter
views with famous accountants. The videotape

Dale Flesher and Gary John Previts (a professor at Case Western Reserve
University) stand in the doorway of the National Tax History Research
Center. Previts was a distinguished visiting lecturer in 1989. Other distin
guished visitors during the decade of the 1980s and early 1990s included
Klaus Macharzina (University of Hohenheim, West Germany), Lee D. Parker
(Flinders University, Australia), and Frank Clarke (University of New Castle,
Australia).
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The official opening of the Tax History Research Center took place at a 1988 conference
to celebrate the 75th anniversary of the 16th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. The rib
bon-cutting ceremony was witnessed by numerous tax historians, including Chancellor
Gerald Turner, Vice Chancellor Ray Hoops, Dale Flesher, Eugene Flegm (of General
Motors Corporation), and Tonya Flesher.

past presidents of the American Accounting
Association spoke at the 1988 conference: S.
Paul Garner (University of Alabama), Harold Q.
Langenderfer (University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill) and James Don Edwards
(University of Georgia). Finley Graves followed
in 1991 with an international accounting confer
ence that attracted professors from 22 states and
10 foreign countries. Among the attendees were
editors from eight academic accounting journals.
Both of these conferences received substantial
funding from the Academy of Accounting
Historians, the Deloitte & Touche Foundation,
the Arthur Andersen Foundation, and the General
Motors Foundation. Another conference, this one
dealing with biographies of famous accountants,
was held in December 1993. The 1993 confer
ence, which was an integral part of the AICPA’s
1996 CPA Centennial Celebration and the largest
conference held by the Academy to date, was co
coordinated by Tonya Flesher, who was the 1993
president of the Academy of Accounting

center was established in 1982 when Dale Flesher
became aware that many early accounting films
were being destroyed. A grant from what was
then the Touche Ross Foundation (now Deloitte
& Touche Foundation) enabled the Ole Miss fac
ulty to acquire many old accounting films and
transfer the films to videotape format. Recently,
with the assistance of partner Gerald Searfoss, the
firm of Deloitte & Touche donated 127 video
tapes dealing with the Congressional investiga
tion of the accounting profession which was
chaired by Congressman John Dingell. These
tapes are used in various accounting classes and
by faculty for research purposes. They are also
loaned out to other users throughout the world.
The Tax History Research Center, in particu
lar, has been useful in attracting meetings of the
Academy of Accounting Historians. In 1988, to
inaugurate the Center and celebrate the 75th
anniversary of the 16th amendment, Dale Flesher
coordinated a tax history conference that attract
ed participants from throughout the nation. Three
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the globe. Both Dale Flesher and Tonya Flesher
have served as presidents of the Academy of
Accounting Historians, have held other offices
within the organization as well, and have pub
lished widely in the area of accounting history.
Dale Flesher has recently served five years as
editor of The Accounting Historians Journal, the
major journal in the field of accounting history.
He previously served ten years as editor of The
Accounting Historians Notebook. James W.
Davis is the historian for the Mississippi Society
of CPAs and wrote a book on the history of
accounting in Mississippi. Finley Graves is the
monograph editor of the Academy of
Accounting Historians and serves on various
history committees; he has written at least three
books on accounting history subjects. Faculty
members William (Butch) Wallace, Judith
Cassidy, Charles Taylor, and Homer Burkett also
have an accounting history interest and have
published in the field. In fact, Dr. Taylor even

Historians, and Dale Flesher. The 1993 confer
ence drew interest from individuals throughout
the world, perhaps because this was the first
accounting biographical conference ever held
anywhere. Distinguished speakers at the plenary
sessions included past American Accounting
Association presidents David Solomons
(University of Pennsylvania) and Stephen Zeff
(Rice University).
Because of the centers, the interests of the
faculty, and the conferences that have been held
at Ole Miss, the University now has an image as
an international center for accounting history
research. At least seven of the current faculty
have done research and published articles or
books with a historical leaning. All seven have
served on dissertation committees of doctoral
students conducting research in the area of
accounting history. Moreover, four of the facul
ty currently hold leadership positions that make
them the focus of accounting history throughout

The 1994 Outstanding Researcher of the Year, Tonya Flesher, receives her award check from Dean
James W. Davis.
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ty had been placing similar sized orders previ
ously). Today, the library budget allocated to
Accountancy is under $4,000 per year. Although
this amount is not totally adequate, it is certainly
sufficient to maintain what is already an out
standing collection. Comparisons with libraries
at other doctoral-granting institutions shows that
the Ole Miss accountancy holdings are many
times superior to those at almost any University
in the country.
In addition to books, the University Library
has an excellent collection of accountancy peri
odicals. In fact, the Library has over 200 differ
ent accountancy periodicals, including numer
ous English-language publications from other
countries. Based on the contents of a 1996 article
in the journal Accounting Horizons, Ole Miss
shares with the University of Illinois the distinc
tion of having the best collection of accounting
research journals among University libraries
worldwide. The Ole Miss Library has more than
twice as many accounting journals as almost any
other doctoral-granting university in the world
(other than Illinois).
Since the late 1980s, students and faculty
have also had access to a variety of on-line data
bases, particularly those relating to taxation.
Databases available in recent years include
LEXIS and CCH-Access. Given the availability
of these many accounting resources, it is obvious
why students are able to research accounting and
tax questions when they get into practice.

wrote his doctoral dissertation on an accounting
history subject, as did Tonya Flesher.
Today, the Ole Miss School of Accountancy
is the leading university program in the field of
accounting history. With three major centers
(tax, videotape, and EDP), and a cadre of inter
ested and dedicated faculty, the University is at
the forefront of both research and service in
accounting history. Questions and requests for
materials are received regularly from scholars
throughout the world. The Academy of
Accounting Historians even provides research
grants to scholars who wish to study at the Tax
History Research Center or the EDP Auditing
Archival Center.
Another resource that should be mentioned
is the holdings of the University Library. In total
volumes, the University Library is not particu
larly impressive, but in terms of total accountan
cy volumes, the library is world class. For many
years during the 1960s and 1970s, library
resources were allocated to departments on a
first-come, first-serve basis. This meant that a
department which got its book orders in shortly
after the July 1 beginning of the fiscal year would
receive those books. Orders placed later in the
year would be canceled due to lack of funds. The
accountancy faculty understood this phenome
non and worked at building up the library hold
ings in accountancy. When Dale Flesher arrived
in 1977, he personally ordered $50,000 worth of
books during his first two years (and other facul

Finley Graves receives the
1988 Outstanding Researcher
of the Year Award from Dean
Tonya Flesher.
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The Early 1990s
The decade of the 1990s dawned on a School
of Accountancy that was up for reaccreditation
from the American Assembly of Collegiate
Schools of Business (AACSB). The first step was
the development of a self-study report. Under the
leadership of Carl Nabors, he and Tonya Flesher
put together a 1,000-page, four volume, self

study report. The fact that a faculty of 13 individ
uals can generate enough activity to fill 1,000
pages of a report is evidence enough of how hard
the faculty has worked over the years. The need
to put together this report in a short period of time
placed a great deal of stress on Nabors and Dean
Flesher. The reaccreditation report showed that

In 1990, Dale Flesher received the Leon R. Radde Educator of the Year Award from the
Institute of Internal Auditors. This international award is presented annually to the indi
vidual who has done the most for the advancement of internal auditing education. Flesher
teaches the Internal and Operational Auditing course at Ole Miss. He has written eight
books on the topic of internal and operational auditing, including a history of the Institute
of Internal Auditors. He is a Certified Internal Auditor (CIA) and for the past decade has
prepared questions for the CIA exam.
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masters students enrolled in the School of
Accountancy.
The Ole Miss School of Accountancy has
been a leader in the 150-hour movement. Other
universities have often called upon the Ole Miss
faculty and dean for advice in implementing a
program. One faculty member, Tonya Flesher,
served on the AICPA’s 150-hour committee dur
ing the early 1990s. That committee had as its
objective the passing of 150-hour laws in the
states where the law had not yet been passed. Dr.
Flesher was responsible for monitoring the activ
ities and speaking on proposed laws in the New
England states.
In the spring of 1993, following six years as
dean, Tonya Flesher announced that she would
like to step down from the deanship to return to
regular faculty status. A national search for a new
dean ensued. Dr. James W. Davis, a 28-year vet
eran of the program and a 1962 Ole Miss gradu
ate from Sardis, Mississippi (with a masters
degree from the University in 1963 and a Ph.D. in
1972), was selected as the new dean to lead the
School toward the 21st century. Davis formally
began his deanship on September 1,1993. Shortly
thereafter, he appointed Dale Flesher as the new
associate dean (the position formerly held by Dr.
Davis). As a footnote, it should be mentioned that
Tonya Flesher had a baby in July 1993, while still
serving as dean—a fact that makes her the only
Ole Miss dean to ever give birth while in office.

the faculty had published more than 35 books
over the preceding ten years and over 200 journal
articles in at least 85 accounting journals—all sta
tistics that far exceed national averages.
In addition, faculty had been editors of five
different accounting journals and a monograph
series. A citation analysis study of articles written
by faculty showed that Ole Miss accounting fac
ulty ranked 13th among doctoral institutions in
the South in terms of number of citations and in
per capita ranking; Mississippi State University
ranked 27th in the same study.
The self-study report was followed by an oncampus examination by an AACSB visitation
team, which included accounting professors Ray
Dockweiler (University of Missouri) and Jerry
Trapnell (Clemson University). Although the
team concluded that the faculty was underpaid
and overworked (which they already knew), the
accreditation report was quite positive. As a
result, the official notification of reaccreditation
in April 1992 was sort of an anticlimax.
In many universities around the country, the
early 1990s brought questions of how to gear up
for the new 150-hour laws that were being pro
posed and passed in the various states. Such was
not a major problem at Ole Miss. The School of
Accountancy faculty had been promoting 150hour programs since the mid 1970s and the pro
gram to meet such requirements had been in place
since the School of Accountancy was established
in 1979. Thus, the legal mandating of such
requirements was not a problem at Ole Miss.
Admittedly, class sizes at the masters level
increased substantially as the effective dates for
Tennessee (1993) and Mississippi (1995)
approached, but the program was in place. For
example, there were 11 masters students regis
tered during the fall 1989 semester. That number
increased to 24 in 1990, and was up to 61 by
1993. In the fall 1996 semester, there were 80

Tau Alpha Chi
Tau Alpha Chi (TAX), a taxation honorary
was established in March 1997 under the leader
ship of Tonya Flesher and Cheryl Metrejean. The
guest speaker at the first initiation ceremony was
Dr. Doug Izard, a graduate of Ole Miss, who is
the Dean of the School of Taxation at the Internal
Revenue Service.
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William D. (Butch) Wallace and Charles W. Taylor received the 1990 Outstanding Researcher and
Outstanding Teacher awards.

Hugh Stevens (KPMG Peat Marwick) stands with Hallie Ladner who received that firm’s scholarship in
1992.
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Roger Friou and Tonya Flesher flank Brian Roberson of Corinth, the 1992 recipient of the Annie Belle
Friou Tax Fellowship.

Dean James W Davis and
Wendell Weakley of Price
Waterhouse pose with masters
student Greg Sykes who was
presented with a laptop com
puter by the firm in 1994.
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Taylor Medalists
The accountancy program has long been attrac
tive to the most outstanding students who come to
Ole Miss. This is evidenced by the fact that the
admission test scores (ACT and SAT) for accoun
tancy students are among the highest on campus.
The students continue to do well throughout their
campus careers as many are elected to Who’s Who
in Colleges and Universities and receive Taylor
medals (the highest academic award on campus).
Some years, nearly 25 percent of the Who’s Who
inductees have been accountancy majors.
Although Taylor medals were first given at the
University in 1904, the first accounting major to win
a Taylor medal was Finley E. Belcher in 1946. Since
then, many other accountancy students have been
similarly honored. Their names are listed in the
exhibit below.

Finley Belcher, the first Taylor Medalist
in Accountancy.

TAYLOR MEDALISTS IN ACCOUNTANCY
1946

Finley E. Belcher

1967

Jesse B. Tutor, Jr.

1948

Thomas O. Metcalfe, Jr.

1968

William P. Johnson

1949

Robert L. Alexander, Jr.

1969

Gary Patterson

1951

John E. Arnold

1970

Gordon H. Meador

1952

Warren Kelly Clifford

1971

Nancy M. E. Rogers

1953

M. Morris Shatzer

1972

Troy W. Mashburn, Jr.

1954

Charles H. Coffey

1973

John P. Nail

1955

William H. Wallace

1974

Don B. Cannada

1956

William D. Windham, Jr.

1975

Thomas D. Conart

1957

John M. Sullivan

1976

Lori J. Purcell

1958

Samuel J. Stigler

1977

Martha D. Stephens

1959

Sidon F. Nauman

1960

Richard E. Van Houten

1961

Loy G. Martin

1963

Nick A. Mavar

1964

Raymond C. Hill

1965

Miller P. Holmes, Jr.

1966

Fred E. Bourn

Carolyn E. Ray
1978

Jimmy R. Sledge

Reatha H. Clark
1979

William A. Lemly

Irby Turner III

1980

Nell M. King
Sue Ellen Smith
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1981

Roland O. Bums

Steven G. Holley

1982

Carol L. Elliot

John R. Kinsey

Judy L. Waller

Gerald G. Monroe

Carolyn J. McKay

Susan J. N. Robinson

Randi L. Ratliff

Christine B. Sullivan

1983

1992

Stacey E. Tyner
1984

1985

1986

James C. Mayo

Nichole Bassett

Patsy A. Thomason

Tina A. File

Margaret A. Cotros

Jennifer A. Hufford

Rhonda S. C. Franks

Charles E. Malouf

Vivian Spear

Brian K. Roberson

Angela Dawn Cook

Amy R. Williams
1993

Joy T. Pitts
1987

1988

1989

Charlotte G. Glidewell

Jason V. Calvasina

Mandy Elizabeth Martin

Patricia L. Hobbs

Shannan Elizabeth Reed

Stephanie P. McGee

Daniel Christopher Zebrowski

1994

Gloria M. McElwain

Christopher Michael Adair

Allison L. Phillips

Michael Allen Carraway

Kay L. Summers

Mary Cay Clark

Michael J. Scribner

Harry Halbert Eielson

Marsha Burks

Michelle Leigh Miller
1995

William Brian Hicks

Kelly M. McLaughlin

Jason Lee Honeycutt

Herman M. Caldwell

Cathryn Rae Ledbetter Hull

Mary H. McIntosh

Stephanie Jill Wilson

Mary Frances Patton
1991

Leslie Michelle Comer

Jo V. Wong

Linda A. De Vault

1990

William T. Barry

1996

Michael Andrew Dunavant

Camilla Roane Rayner

Joy Ann Warr

Christine L. Brewer

Tina Marie Wood

In recent years, the awarding of Taylor
medals has been an embarrassment of riches.
Criticisms have emanated from across cam
pus concerning the high number of medals
claimed by accountancy majors. Why should
a school with only 6% of the student body
receive 20-25% of the awards? The answer is
simple; the School of Accountancy tradition
ally has attracted the best students on campus.

The high grades of some accounting majors is
not the result of grade inflation. Annual stud
ies are conducted of the average grades given
by professors in each school. The
Accountancy faculty has routinely given the
lowest average grades of any school on cam
pus. Thus, the accounting students who win
the awards are doing so because they are
among the best on campus.
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the second highest award in 1959-60.
Interestingly, the University of Texas chapter had
been the number one chapter before Ole Miss
won in 1959. Taylor became the faculty vice pres
ident of the Texas chapter in 1960-61, and that
chapter returned to the number one position that
year. Dr. Homer Burkett has the longest tenure as
sponsor of Beta Alpha Psi, having headed the
organization from 1984 through 1996.
Beta Alpha Psi began awarding an annual
scholarship in 1961. Today, that scholarship is
given to someone who will be attending summer
school following his or her senior year.
As an honor society, Beta Alpha Psi is open
to any accountancy major with a grade point aver
age of 3.0 or higher. The organization attempts to
cultivate a sense of responsibility among its
members, to encourage scholastic and profession
al excellence, and to instill in members a desire
for self development. The Ole Miss chapter has
participated in many projects over the years, but
the activities of longest duration include a free
tutoring program for students in sophomore level
courses and participation in the Volunteer Income
Tax Assistance (VITA) program sponsored by the
Internal Revenue Service.
The chapter officers and faculty sponsors (fac
ulty vice presidents) over the years are listed in
Exhibit 3. Unfortunately, the officers for several
of the early years are not recorded anywhere.
Since the membership was small in the early
years, several photos are shown of the entire mem
bership for the decades of the 1950s and 1960s.

Phi Kappa Phi Honorary
The most prestigious campus-wide honorary
at Ole Miss is Phi Kappa Phi, which was estab
lished at Ole Miss in 1959. In recent years,
accountancy students have made up a dispropor
tionately high percentage of inductees into Phi
Kappa Phi. In addition, several faculty members
have served the organization as officers or speak
ers including H. Eugene Peery, Carl Nabors, O.
Finley Graves, Dale Flesher, Tonya Flesher, and
James W. Davis. Finley Graves, James W. Davis,
and Dale Flesher have served as president of the
Ole Miss chapter. During Dale Flesher’s term of
office (1991-92), two alumni, both CPAs, were
selected as the guest speakers for the two initia
tion ceremonies. These speakers were Alan W.
Perry, a 1969 graduate who earned the silver
medal for the second highest score in the nation
on the November 1969 CPA examination, and
Julie Mabus, wife of then Governor Ray Mabus
and a former auditor with Peat Marwick & Co. in
Jackson. James W. Davis continued this tradition
by asking accountancy alumnus Edith Kelly
Green (vice president of Federal Express in
Memphis) to speak at the 1996 initiation ceremo
ny. Alumnus Karen Roebuck (Deloitte & Touche)
is tentatively scheduled as the 1997 speaker.

Beta Alpha Psi
The Alpha Theta Chapter of Beta Alpha Psi,
the national accounting honorary organization,
was founded at the University of Mississippi in
1951. Beta Alpha Psi replaced an auxiliary chap
ter of the Mississippi Society of CPAs. The char
ter members of the Ole Miss chapter are listed in
Exhibit 2. One member of the Alpha Theta
Chapter went on to become national president of
Beta Alpha Psi. That individual was faculty mem
ber Charles Taylor, who was the national presi
dent in 1970. Taylor had been inducted into the
Alpha Theta Chapter in 1953, and when he joined
the faculty in 1957 he became the faculty vice
president. During the 1958-59 chapter year,
Taylor led the Ole Miss students to the number
one position among all Beta Alpha Psi chapters
in the nation. Taylor left for the University of
Texas in 1959, but the chapter was able to garner

Charles Locke, a 1952 graduate and charter
member of Beta Alpha Psi, was a 1994 inductee
into the School of Accountancy Hall of Fame.
Here, he is shown (center) with faculty members
Charles Taylor and Homer Burkett examining
the School’s original Beta Alpha Psi charter.
57

EXHIBIT 2
CHARTER MEMBERS OF
BETA ALPHA PSI—ALPHA THETA CHAPTER
Active Members
Robert Cade
Walter T. Costilow
William Haywood
Mike Isom
Charles S. Locke
Jack L. Short
Thomas J. Stevens

Walter L. Allen
Erwin Caffey
James L. Davis
James Herring
William S. Langley
Ervin McKay
Richard A. Singley

Jordan L. Macaulay

Faculty Members
Joseph Cerny
Lawrence Curbo

Robert L. Nichols
Wendell P. Trumbull

1952 Beta Alpha Psi—First Row:
Charles Ray Allen, W. Kelly Clifford,
James L. Davis. Second Row: William C.
House, Mike Isom, Jr., Charles S. Locke.
Third Row: Ralph D. McGill, James W.
Miley, Bobby Joe Moser. Fourth Row:
Carl W. Nabors, Robert B. Nelson, Tony
P. Provenza, Willis E. Young, Jr. No
Pictures: Willis J. Pardoe, Charles E.
Witt, Jr.
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EXHIBIT 3
BETA ALPHA PSI OFFICERS
1953-54

1951-52

President: .
V. Pres: ..
Treasurer:
Secretary:

President:......... .. .RobertB. Nelson
V. Pres: ............. ........... Mike Isom, Jr.
Treasurer:......... .. .Bobby Joe Moser
Secretary: ......... . .Willis E. Young, Jr.
Faculty VP: ... ............. Joseph Cerny

.................... E.E. Davidson
.................... Arnold Young
............... Louis Blanchard
. .Lillian Cundiff (Parrish)

1954-55

1952-53

President: ............ Charles W. Taylor
V. Pres: ... ........................Ross Epting
Treasurer: . .......... Georgia Anne Noel
Secretary: ........................ Joan Tarzetti

President: ......... ........ Willis J. Pardoe
V. Pres:............. ... .Tony P. Provenza
Treasurer:......... ... .Miles M. Shatzer
Secretary: ......... ........ Thomas Arnold
Program Chair: . . .Charles J. Hallberg
Program Chair: . .......... Mike Isom, Jr.
Faculty VP: . .. ............. Joseph Cerny

1953 Beta Alpha Psi—First Row: John E. Arnold, Thomas E. Arnold, Louis J. Blanchard, Lillian C.
Cundiff, Charles J. Hallberg, William C. House, Mike Isom. Second Row: James I. Jackson, Mack A. Lewis,
Jr., Robert L. Lyon, Jr., James W. Miley, Carl W. Nabors, Willis J. Pardoe, Tony P. Provenza. Third Row:
Fred G. Ray, Miles M. Shatzer, Leonard P. Warren, Arnold L. Young. Not Pictured: Howard K. Faulkner.

59

1954 Beta Alpha Psi—first row: Hugh G. Bain, J. Russell Clinton,
Charles H. Coffey, Lillian C. Cundiff; second row: E. Edward Davidson,
Ross A. Epting, Robert E. Grant, Charles J. Halberg, Jr.; third row: Mack
A. Lewis, Jr., James W. Miley, Joe G. Montgomery, Jr., Fred G. Ray;
fourth row: Joan T. Tarzetti, Charles W. Taylor, Arnold L. Young, Louis J.
Blanchard.

1955-56

1957-58

President: .... .. .William H. Wallace
V. Pres:........... ... .Roland Billingsley
Treasurer: .... ................ Ray Hancock
Secretary: ... ..............Robert Walker

President: ....
V. Pres: .........
Treasurer: ...
Secretary: ...
Faculty VP: ..

........... David Poythress
........... William Bradley
........... George Mitchell
.. .Margaret Whitfield
... .Charles W. Taylor

1956-57

1958-59
President: .... ......... Charles Barineau
V. Pres:........... ................ Robert Curbo
Treasurer: .... ......... Mary L. Edwards
Secretary: ... .................... Joe Phillips
Faculty VP: .. .................. Kalo Neidert

President: ....
V. Pres:...........
Treasurer: ...
Secretary: ...
Faculty VP: ..
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.................. Roy C. Eliff
........... John B. Barrack
.................... Jerry West
........... Robert R. Criss
... .Charles W. Taylor

1955 Beta Alpha Psi—First row: Charles Taylor, Ross Epting, Joan
Tarzetti, Georgia Anne Noel, Kermit Jones, Jerry Bates; second row:
William Bailey, Roland Billingsley, Hugh Bohn, Charles Coffey, Betty
Cooke, Rudolf Franks, Roger Friou; third row: Q. T. Harmon, Curtis
Medill, Tony Provenza, Bernard Riley, John Satterfield, William N. Temple,
William Wallace. Not pictured: Jayne Clayton, E. E. Davidson, Billy Fuller,
Charles Locke, Eldon H. Patterson, Benny Watts.

1955 Beta Alpha Psi
Eldon H. Patterson

1956 Beta Alpha Psi—First
row: Margaret L. Bailey,
David Roland Billingsly,
William Joseph Busam, Mary
Louise Edwards; second
row: Roger Patteson Friou,
Percy Ray Hancock, James
Lowrie, Charles McCharen;
third row: Gary Parker,
Marjorie Parks, William H.
Wallace. Not pictured: Q. T.
Harmon, Wilbourn Little,
Claude Nixon, Jr., Robert D.
Walker.
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1957 Beta Alpha Psi—first row: Charles Barineau, Charles Brocato, Robert Butler, Edsel Conwill,
Francis Criss; second row: Robert Curbo, George Day, Walter Denny, Mary Louise Edwards, Walter
Jones; third row: Marjorie Parks, Joe Phillips, David F. Poythress, J. W. Price, Doyle Russell.

1958 Beta Alpha Psi—
first row: William E.
Bradley, Francis Criss,
Robert Curbo, Gerald L.
Dunaway; second row:
Roy C. Eliff, Ralph R.
Mills, George L. Mitchell,
Lucian Parks; third row:
George Peeples, David
Poythress, William E.
Skelton, John M. Sullivan,
Margaret Whitfield.
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1959 Beta Alpha Psi—first row:
Frank Adams, Luther Aldridge,
Walter Blessey, Bill Boone; second
row: Al Davis, John Dickinson,
Ernest Fava, John Mathia. Not pic
tured: Chester Courtney, Carlyle
Crutchfield, Peyton Dickinson, Aubry
Hayes, Jim McGehee, Tom Shive.

1963-64

60
1959-

President:................ Glyn W. Hanberry
V. Pres: .........................Robert Jackson
Treasurer:...................... Floyd Melton
Secretary:...................... Keturah Butler
Secretary 2: ............ Hartwell Herring

President: ......................... Jarvis Greer
V. Pres:.............................. Bill Boone
Treasurer: ............... Peyton Dickinson
Secretary: ........... Richard Van Houten
Faculty VP:......... James D.J. Holmes

1964-65

61
1960-

President: .......................... Don Deline
V. Pres: ................................. John Gray
Treasurer:..................... Miller Holmes
Secretary: .................... Raymond Hill

President:.................. Chester Courtney
V. Pres:................................. Tom Shive
Treasurer: ............. Carlyle Crutchfield
Secretary:...................... Walter Blessey
Faculty VP: .................... Joseph Cerny

1965-66

62
1961-

President: .................... James W. Davis
V. Pres:........................................... BoydEdwards
Treasurer:............................. Bill Joyner
Secretary:........................................ AnnDouglas

President: ........................ Paul Johnson
V. Pres:............................. Donnie Jones
Treasurer: ........................ Don Barkley
Secretary:.................. Nancy Kilpatrick
Secretary 2:...................... Larry Arnold
Faculty VP:.................. James W. Davis
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196267
1966-

President:...................... Rees T. Bowen
V. Pres: .......................... Douglas Reed
Treasurer:............................. Guy Hovis
Secretary: .................. Robert Stickland
Secretary 2: ................... Walker Tucei
Faculty VP:...................... Carl Nabors

President:......................................JamesAddleton
V. Pres: .......................... William Hope
Treasurer:........................................ FredSchramm
Secretary:....................... Paul Baddour
Secretary 2:............................... WilliamJohnson
Faculty VP:.................. James W. Davis
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1960 Beta Alpha Psi—first row: Bill Boone, Charles Caldwell, Bill Cox, Jarvis Greer, Mary
Ann Johnson, Craig Lovett; second row: Buck Moore, Frank Nauman, Robert Pulaski,
Richard Van Houten, Bill Weathersby. Not pictured: Chester Courtney, Charles Curtis,
Peyton Dickinson, Franklin Lowe, Gerald Pitchford, Thomas Shives.

1961 Beta Alpha Psi—first row: Robert Alexander, John B. Barrack, Gerald
Dunaway, Roy Eliff, Don Harbour; second row: James Jamieson, William Hicks,
Jerry West, William Cadow, James Caulkin; third row: Dalton McKinley, Joe Terry
Rye, James Stigler.
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1962 Beta Alpha Psi—first row: Gayle Douglas, Amy Sue Turner, Ann Douglass; second row: Bennie
Johnston, Rees Bowen, Franklin Lowe, Jim Carroll, Curtis Trahan, Bill Eubank, John Black; third row: J.
D. J. Holmes, James W. Davis, Richard Hellinger, Carl Nabors, Boyd Edwards, Joe Cerny, Bill Joyner,
Ralph Mills, Eugene Peery.

1970- 71

1967- 68

President:.................................................
V. Pres:.....................................................
Treasurer:.................................................
Secretary: .................................................

President:.................................................
V. Pres: .....................................................
Treasurer:.................................................
Secretary:................................................

1971- 72

1968- 69

President:.................................................
V. Pres:.....................................................
Treasurer:.................................................
Secretary:.................................................

President:.................................................
V. Pres:.....................................................
Treasurer:.................................................
Secretary: ............. Wylie Richards, Jr.

1972- 73

1969- 70

President: ...................... Randy Graves
V. Pres:.....................................................
Treasurer:................................................
Secretary: ................... Beverly Barnes
Secretary 2:................. Lanny Griffith
Faculty VP:.................. James W. Davis

President: ...................... John Borchert
V. Pres:........................... Edward Lyon
Treasurer:.................................................
Secretary: ........................ Patricia Guin
Faculty VP: ............................................
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1975-76

1973-74

President:......... ... .Becky Flemmons
V. Pres: ........... ..............John McLarty
Treasurer: .... .................. Ronald Lott
Secretary: .... ......... Becky Dunavant
Secretary 2:... ... .Rosemary Young
Faculty VP: .. ..............James Sellers

President: ... ................ Rick Gamblin
V. Pres: ......... ................ Michael Gibbs
Treasurer: ... .........................John Nail
Secretary: ... ................... .Elise Alford
Secretary 2: . ......... Joseph Thomas III
Faculty VP: .. ......... Edward E. Milam

1976-77

1974-75

President:......... ................ Brad Rainey
V. Pres:........... .................... Bob Millis
Treasurer:......... ............. Mike Bennett
Secretary:......... ......... Melissa Fancher
Secretary 2:... .................. Lori Purcell
Faculty VP: .. ............. James Sellers

President: .... ................ David Cowart
V. Pres: ......... .................... Libby Idom
Treasurer: ... ................ David Overby
Secretary: ... ......................... Ken Lyle
Secretary 2: . .................. Vickie Cook
Faculty VP: .. ......... Edward E. Milam

1963 Beta Alpha Psi—first row: Jimmy Davis, Floyd Melton, Robert Strickland, Douglas Reed, Marci
Yates, Glyn Hanbery, Dean Clive Dunham; second row: Jim Wilson, Jack Smith, Tommy Crowson, Rees
Bowen, Katurah Butler, H. Eugene Peery, ; third row: Jack Roberts, John Allen, Robert Jackson, Hartwell
Herring, , Carl Nabors, Walker Tucei; fourth row: Marvin Gay, Nick Mavar, Hirshel Abbott, John
Barrack, Dick Townsend, Olin Akers, W. W. Joor.
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1964 Beta Alpha Psi—Left to right—first row: Mr. H. E. Peery, Rees Bowen, Lee Jordan, Floyd Melton,
Helen Daly, Glyn Hanberry, Robert Jenin, John Quon; second row: Don Deline, John Allen, Eugene
Lindsey, Lindsay Anglin, Steve Busby, Dr. Clive Dunham, Walter Barlow, Lewis Lyons; third row: Mr.
Franklin Lowe, Marvin Gay, Rose Califf Hirschel Abbot, Robert Jackson, Hartwell Herring, Mr. Joe
Cerny, Mr. Carl Nabors.

1979-80

1977-78

President: .... ......... Tommy Shepherd
V. Pres: ......... ..............Hugh Stephens
Treasurer: ... .................. Robin Young
Secretary: ... .................... Wanda Ray
Secretary 2: . .................. Laura Mann
Faculty VP: .. .. .William D. Wallace

President: ... ................ Neal Graham
V. Pres: ......... ..............Sonny Widman
Treasurer: . .. .................. Lynn Loden
Secretary: ... .................. Carolyn Ray
Secretary 2: .. ........... Martha Stephens
Faculty VP: .. .. .William D. Wallace

1980-81

1978-79

President: .... .................... Jeff Walker
V. Pres:........... ................ Donny Taylor
Treasurer: . .. . ........... David Childress
Secretary: . .. . . .Margaret McCullen
Secretary 2: .. ................ Suzette Floyd
Faculty VP: .. ..............Dale L. Flesher

President: ... ................ Chuck Walker
V. Pres: ......... .................. Kit Williams
Treasurer: .. . ................ Mike Cockrell
Secretary: . .. ........... Delorise Larsen
Secretary 2: .. ........... Andrea Lambert
Faculty VP: .. .. .William D. Wallace
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1981-82

1983-84

President:........................ Roland Bums
V. Pres: ............................. Steve Shaner
V. Pres 2: ...................... Virginia Baker
Treasurer:...................... Chris Springer
Secretary:............................. Ann Tohill
Secretary 2: .................. Judy L. Waller
Faculty VP: .................... Grover Porter

President:...................... Chris Springer
V. Pres:................................. Ann Tohill
V. Pres 2: ........................... Rob Starnes
Treasurer: .......................... Judy Waller
Secretary:............................. Donna Ray
Secretary 2:................ Mark Van Doren
Faculty VP: ............. L. Murphy Smith

1982-83

1984-85

President: ....................... Eve McKay
V Pres:............. ..............Blair Johnson
Treasurer: .... ... ................ Eric Saul
Secretary: .... ......... Melanie Morgan
Secretary 2: .. . ................ David Webb
Faculty VP: ... ..............Grover Porter

President: ........... .............. Robert Starnes
V. Pres:................ .................... Donna Ray
V Pres 2:............. ..............Kevin Jackson
Treasurer: ........... .................. Ken Hodges
Secretary:............. . ................ Lori Lindsey
Secretary 2:......... ......... Jeanne McGinley
Faculty VP:......... .......Homer Burkett

1965 Beta Alpha Psi—front row: R. T. Bowen, S. Parks, B. Lokey, R. Genin, C. A. Philips; second row: C.
F. Dunham, H. E. Peery, M. Davis, D. White, B. White, J. P. Quon; third row: F. M. Melton, A. E. Hale, R.
C. Hill, D. A. Deline. A. Himelstein, J. F. Hiers; fourth row: D. C. Hughes, J. W. Gary, W. B. Regan, L.
Powell, C. W. Nabors, J. D. J. Holmes, M. P. R. Holmes.
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1975 Beta Alpha Psi—front row: David Overby, Ron Applewhite, Pamla Strum, Anne Soldevida, Libby
Idom, Vickie Cook; second row: Richard Taylor, Norman Williamson, Jack Coleman, James Collins,
Ronnie Gibbs, James W. Davis (faculty); third row: Robert Eichelberger, William Drummond, Keith
Atkinson, Neil Magruder, Rex Kinnison, Charles Joiner; fourth row: Charles Groshon, James Sellers (fac
ulty), Robert Shaw, Curtis Moore, Brad Reinert, Diane Keton, Ken Lyle; fifth row: David Cowart.
1988-89

86
1985-

President: ........................ Robert Hyde
V. Pres: ......................... Linda Devault
V Pres 2: ...................... Jimmy Clinton
Treasurer:............................... Jeff Wills
Secretary:..................... Sharron Steele
Secretary 2: ................Richie McLarty
Faculty VP: ................. Homer Burkett

President:....................... Clyde Nelson
V. Pres:............................ Robert Young
V. Pres 2: .................. Bryan McDonald
Treasurer:........................... Kevin White
Secretary:........................... Dawn Cook
Secretary 2: ................. Cindy Martin
Faculty VP: ................. Homer Burkett

90
1989-

87
1986-

President:........................ Calvin Taylor
V. Pres: .................... Mallory Caldwell
Treasurer:............................... Jay Bolin
Secretary: ...................... Clark Monroe
Secretary 2: ................... Adrian Oakes
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

President:.................... Todd Wilemon
V. Pres:
................. Tracey Gilmore
V. Pres 2:........................ James Gordon
Treasurer:......... Jefferson Davis Gilder
Secretary: ........................ Robert Clark
Secretary 2:...................... Dawn Cook
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

91
199088
1987-

President: ...................... Kay Summers
V. Pres: ............................ Bobby Wade
V. Pres 2: ...................... Doug Grochau
Treasurer:..........................Amy Wright
Secretary:........................................ LoraColburn
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

69

President:.........................Cathy Grimes
V Pres:............................... Leigh Edgar
V. Pres 2: .................... Tommy Hayden
Treasurer: ..................Scott McKibben
Secretary:................. Christine Brewer
Secretary 2: ............... Lea Anne Major
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

1994- 95

92
1991-

President (Fall):......... Cathy Ledbetter
President (Spring): . .Mandy Mendoza
V Pres: ...................... Robert Williams
V. Pres. 2:................................... DabneyGarrison
Treasurer: ...................... Hannah Smith
Secretary: ............................. Lisa Davis
Secretary 2: .........................Lisa Chow
Secretary 3: ........... Robert Pennington
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

President: .................... Brian Roberson
V. Pres:........................ Stephen Crouch
V. Pres 2: ...................... Nicole Bassett
Treasurer: ........................... Rusty Reed
Secretary:.................. Suzanne Foushee
Secretary 2:...................... Laura Foster
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett
1992- 93

1995- 96

President: ..................Kevin Ferguson
V. Pres: .............................. Jeff Warren
V. Pres 2: ................. Boomer Leopold
Treasurer: ......................... Ray Bergin
Secretary:.................... Amy Blackbum
Secretary 2: .................... Karen Pickell
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

President (Fall): ............. Darrell Davis
President (Spring):......... Michael Russ
V. Pres: ............................. Collin Travis
V. Pres. 2: .................... Randall Walton
Treasurer:................ Jeannie Ackerman
Secretary:......................... Neeli Hester
Secretary 2:...................... Collin Travis
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

1993- 94
President:....................................... JasonHerring
V. Pres: ............................ Chris Adair
V. Pres. 2: ..........................Kim Taylor
Treasurer:............................. Julee King
Secretary: .................... Michelle Miller
Secretary 2:............... Melinda Whitten
Faculty VP: .................. Homer Burkett

Student Hall

97
1996-

President (Fall): .......... Jennifer Wells
V. Pres: ............................. Jason Bailey
V. Pres. 2: .................... Lee Ann Taylor
Treasurer:..................... Charlie Penick
Secretary:........... Sara Whelan Randall
Faculty VP: ................. Homer Burkett

of

Fame

Each year since 1930, anywhere from four to eight students have been selected by a secret committee for the
honor of Student Hall of Fame. Membership is based on character, scholarship, constructive leadership, and con
tribution to the betterment of Ole Miss. Selection to the Hall of Fame is entirely divorced from all campus pol
itics. Many accountancy students have been honored over the years with Hall of Fame recognition. The fol
lowing list may or may not be complete.

1946
1952
1966
1967
1968
1969
1973
1974
1975
1977
1979

Louise Avent
Kelly Clifford
Jim Martin
Don Scott
Jesse Tutor
Carson McClain Hughes
Alan Walter Perry
Norris Lee Weese
Beverly Yandell Milam
George Malone Yarbrough, Jr.
Russell Barry Cannada
Richard Outzen, Jr.

1980 Hugh Tanner
Irby Turner, III
1981 NellM. King
Pamela Prather
1983 Arthur G. Davis, Jr.
1985 Benjamin M. Logan
1986 James Cal Mayo
Reed Ingram
1987 David Walker
1988 Hamp Dogan Dye
1989 William L. Boyd
Carl Powell
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Meade Mitchell
John R. Kinsey
Tina A. File
Katelyn A. Brown
Gordon U. Sanford, III
1995 Chad Hutchinson
Melissa Swetland
1996 Jason Bailey
Brook H. Lester

1990
1991
1992
1994

Other Student Awards
MSCPA Outstanding
Accounting Major
The Mississippi Society of CPAs began in
1952 giving an award to the outstanding senior
at each school in the state offering a degree in
accountancy. An Ole Miss professor, Joseph
Cerny, was the originator of the program. Cerny
introduced a proposal at the 1951 MSCPA
meeting in Biloxi to establish the awards. The
first winner at Ole Miss was Carl W. Nabors,
who was later to join the faculty. The winners
are listed in Exhibit 4.
Kevin Andrew Lyon of Southaven is congratulated
by Dr. James W. Davis for being named the recipient
of the Mississippi Society of CPAs Outstanding
Senior Award for 1996.

EXHIBIT 4
MSCPA OUTSTANDING ACCOUNTING MAJORS
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966
1967
1968
1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974

_
_
_

Carl W. Nabors
John Elwin Arnold
Hugh Gerald Bain
Kermit V. Jones, Jr.
William Joseph Busam
William D. Windham
?
?
?

_
_
_

John Herbert Dickinson
William Gardner Joyner
Bobby Dwain Dalton
Lindsey Joe Anglin
Anthony Earl Hale
Walter Don Barkley
Corrine B. Calvasina
Thad Montgomery Jones
?
?
Lee Randall
?

1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996

- John Stephen Weatherly
- Donna Dukes Sain
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-

William C. Drummond
John R. Grisham
Lori J. Purcell
Carolyn E. Ray
Steven R. Felten
Robin L. Young
Angela Suzette Floyd
Sarah F. Fly
Susan Partridge Shaw
Vivian Spear
Margaret Cotros
Robin Mia Young
Jeffrey Allen Cook
Robert Douglas Mims
Robert Dan Hyde
Cody William Waters
John Brittain Caldwell
Bill Robert Legge
Kevin Ferguson
Ricky P. Livingston
Michael Chad Gilliland
Kevin Andrew Lyon

IMA Outstanding
Graduate Student Award

EXHIBIT 5

IMA OUTSTANDING
GRADUATE STUDENT
AWARD WINNERS

When Dale Flesher was president of the
Northeast Mississippi Chapter of the National
Association of Accountants (now Institute of
Management Accountants, or IMA) in 198081, he induced the chapter to start an award that
would annually honor the outstanding accoun
tancy masters student at Ole Miss. This was at
a time when the Master of Accountancy pro
gram was beginning to grow and Flesher felt
that a graduate student award would generate
more publicity for the program. Historically,
the faculty selected three finalists for the award
and then the officers of IMA would pick the
winner. More recently, the faculty has made the
final selection. The winner of the award
receives a plaque and a year’s membership in
the Institute of Management Accountants. The
names of the winners are engraved on a plaque
in the office of the dean. The winners are listed
in Exhibit 5.

1981 - Dan R. McLemore
1982 - Mark Q. Partin
1983 - (Tie) Roland O. Bums
and Carol Sue Elliott
1984 - Judy Louise Waller
1985 - Pamela Louise Walker
1986 - Janet Lynn Carver
1987 - Angela Dawn Cook
1988 - Robyn Mia Young
1989 - Michael Joseph Scribner
1990 - Roxanne Miller
1991 - Scott Barber
1992 - Myra Byrd
1993 - Sandra Jean South
1994 - Sandra Denise Wilson
1995 - Mary Cay Clark
1996 - Jerry D. Barton
1997 - Suzanne M. McCaffrey

Accountancy Excellence
Awards (formerly the
Shell Assist Awards), con
sisting of a full-tuition
scholarship for the senior
year and an assistantship
for graduate school, are
given each year to the
four most outstanding
junior accountancy stu
dents. Tonya Flesher is
shown presenting the
1992 awards to Leslie
Michelle Comer, Daniel
Zebrowski, Karen Picked,
and Raymond Bergin, Jr.
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CPA Exam Medal Winners

1959
1962
1963
1967

Past studies have shown that Ole Miss
Accountancy graduates perform better on the
CPA exam than graduates of any other university
in the state. This is particularly documented by
the large number of Ole Miss students who have
gone on to win medals which are given for the top
three scores earned on the examination. Listed
below are Ole Miss graduates who have won
medals. The listing was compiled by Dr. James
W. Davis and parts of it appeared originally in
Davis’ 1977 book, The History of Certified Public
Accountants in Mississippi, 1904-1977. Note
that there is one father-daughter combination in
the silver medal listing. Bobby Dalton won the
1963 award and his daughter Bethany won the
1992 medal.

1968

1969
1972
1974
1975
1977
1978
1979
1982
1985
1986
1987
1989
1990

1950 - Robert L. Alexander, Jr., Montrose, MS
Charles W. Caldwell, Oxford, MS
1951 - Charles E. Witt, Sherman, MS
1952 - Willis J. Pardoe, Oneida, NY
1953 - John Meacham, Jr., Batesville, MS
1954 - Hugh G. Bain, Jackson, MS
1957 - Walter M. Denny, Jr., Jackson, MS
1959 - Henry G. Orsborn, Jr., Greenwood, MS
1962 - William G. Joyner, Tupelo, MS
1964 - Albert B. Lum, Port Gibson, MS
1967 - Fred E. Bourn, Jr., Mendenhall, MS
Jessie B. Tutor, Jr., Meridian, MS
1968 - Fred G. Wilson, Greenwood, MS
Cecil C. Brown, Jr., Meridian, MS
1969 - Kenneth S. Pace, Jr., Jackson, MS
Alan W. Perry (also 2nd highest score in
nation), Jackson, MS
1972 - Mrs. Lamar P. Chustz, Grenada, MS
1974 - Sally Mary Taylor, North Carrollton, MS
1975 - William C. Drummond, New Albany, MS
1981 - Mark Q. Partin, Grenada, MS
1984 - Carolyn Jean McKay, Grenada, MS
1986 - Lynn Handley Carver, Tupelo, MS
1988 - John Richard Williams, Oxford, MS
1996 - Robin Wakefield, Oxford, MS

1991

1992
1993
1994
1996

The Bronze medal was first given in 1980. The
MS CPA’s introduction of the third place medal
was at the instigation of James W. Davis. Ole
Miss graduates to win the bronze medal
include:
1987
1989
1992
1994

-

- Angela Dawn Cook, Como, MS
- Allison Lou Phillips, Memphis, TN
- Myra L. Byrd, Saltillo, MS
- Wallace Mark Wilder (faculty), Oxford, MS

Graduates of the School of Accountancy have also
won gold medals in at least two other states. Sue
Kyle Smith Babb won in Tennessee and Linda
DeVault won in Georgia. Jerry D. Barton won the
May 1996 bronze medal in Tennessee. In addition,
Diane Pearson Guyton, a Delta State University
graduate who became a faculty member in 1976,
received the Mississippi silver medal in 1971.
Despite being a Delta State graduate, she did take
some of her accounting courses at Ole Miss.

SILVER MEDALS
1950
1952
1955
1957

Jerry E. West, Tupelo, MS
Gayle Douglas Raybum, Murray, KY
Bobby Dwain Dalton, Oxford, MS
Thomas S. Ford, Vicksburg, MS
Russell S. Tarver, Greenville, MS
- James R. Crockett, Oxford, MS
John Wilson Taylor, Holly Springs, MS
- Gary W. Patterson, Rosedale, MS
- Lee W. Randall, Meridian, MS
- James Michael Booth, Vicksburg, MS
William F. Furr, Oxford, MS
- Betty D. Vanderford, Brandon, MS
- Bradford W. Rainey, Memphis, TN
- James Tucker Knight, Jackson, MS
- Jimmie Reed Sledge, Oxford, MS
- Roland O. Bums, Jr., Jackson, MS
- Sherry A. Sullivan, Batesville, MS
- Donna Karen Stepp, Thaxton, MS
- John Bracy Beard, Jackson, MS
- Michael Joseph Scribner, Tupelo, MS
- Mary Frances Patton, New Albany, MS
William F. Taylor, Water Valley, MS
- Timothy Andrew Morgan, Washington, DC
Gerald Grant Monroe, Corinth, MS
- Bethany Dalton Brace, Oxford, MS
- Brian Devin Roberson, Corinth, MS
- Michelle Comer Coughlin, Cordova, TN
- Brad Kennedy, Blue Springs, MS

-

Lawrence W. Curbo, Olive Branch, MS
Horace A. Bradley, Quitman, MS
Milton R. Hall, Vicksburg, MS
Joe G. Montgomery, Clarksdale, MS
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fortunate in having a student win one of these
awards in most years since the program has been
in existence. The following is a list of the Ole
Miss honorees.

Arthur Carter
Scholarship Winners
The American Accounting Association
administers a national scholarship program estab
lished under the will of Mrs. Arthur H. Carter in
memory of her late husband. Mrs. Carter was the
daughter of Elijah Watt Sells, a pioneer of the
accounting profession in the United States. Her
husband, Arthur Carter, was managing partner of
the firm of Haskins & Sells from 1930 to 1941.
Every university in the nation is allowed to nom
inate one student for the scholarship. From the
hundreds of applications, 45 to 50 recipients are
selected. The scholarships have varied from
$2,500 to $3,000. Ole Miss has been extremely

1980
1982
1984
1987
1990
1991
1992
1993
1996

-

Nell Mosely King, Bristol, VA
Carol Sue Elliott, Dallas, TX
Stacey E. Tyner, Oxford, MS
Gloria Maelyse McElwain, Grenada, MS
John Randall Kinsey, Tupelo, MS
Tina Arleen File, Batesville, MS
Brian Keith Roberson, Corinth, MS
Leslie Michelle Comer, Madisonville, KY
Melissa Ann Swetland, Tupelo, MS

Dr. Tonya Flesher presents the American
Accounting Association’s 1990 Arthur H. Carter
Scholarship to John R. Kinsey of Tupelo.
Stacy E. Tyner receives the 1984 Arthur Carter
Scholarship from Dean Edward E. Milam.

Dean Tonya Flesher presents a plaque to Gloria
Maelyse McElwain of Grenada in honor of Ms.
McElwain receiving the prestigious Arthur H.
Carter Scholarship in 1987.
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School of Accountancy Hall of Fame
One of Tonya Flesher’s first innovations
when she took over as dean was the establishment
of a School of Accountancy Hall of Fame. A
select committee was chosen to pick two individ
uals each year to be inducted into the hall of fame.
The selection criteria are based on a lifetime of
achievement. Because of the emphasis on contri
butions over a long period of time, the inductees
are generally retired individuals, or those who are
near retirement. The recipients are announced at
the annual spring awards banquet (another of
Tonya Flesher’s innovations) which is attended
by most senior and graduate accountancy majors.
The first two inductees in 1989 were former
faculty member Clive Dunham and 1939 gradu
ate Eddie Demiller, a partner in the Jackson CPA
firm of DeMiller, Denny & Word. As mentioned
previously, Dunham joined the Ole Miss faculty
in 1937 and became chairman when the school
departmentalized in 1939. Among his many con-

Eddie DeMiller

Clive Dunham was one of the first two inductees into the School ofAccountancy Hall of Fame. In this pic
ture, he is flanked by James Davis, Tonya Flesher, and Eugene Peery.

75

Also one of the first
inductees in 1989 was
Eddie DeMiller of
Jackson. DeMiller had
his own CPA firm in
Jackson, served as pres
ident of the Mississippi
Society of CPAs, and as
vice president of the
American Institute of
CPAs.

The 1990 inductees to
the Hall of Fame were
James W. (Bob) Miley,
a retiree from the New
Orleans Office of
Arthur Andersen &
Co., and N. Kenneth
Nail of Tupelo.

tributions to the University was his designing of
Conner Hall, which uses the Harvard-style class
room. DeMiller served as president of the
Mississippi Society of CPAs in 1959-60 and pres
ident of the Southern States Conference of CPAs
in 1961. Nationally, he served the profession as a
member of the AICPA Trial Board and as AICPA
vice president. He has served as a trustee of the
MSCPA Educational Foundation and on the
School of Accountancy’s Professional Advisory
Council, both since inception. DeMiller received
the MSCPA’s first Public Service Award for civic,

religious, and educational service.
The 1990 inductees were Bob Miley, a retired
partner from the New Orleans office of Arthur
Andersen & Co., and Kenneth Nail, a partner in
the Tupelo CPA firm of Nail, McKinney, Tate &
Robinson. Both had served on the School’s
Professional Accounting Advisory Council since
its inception in 1976, with Nail serving as chair
man from 1976 through 1988. Both had been
instrumental in the founding of the separate
school. Ken Nail, a native of Grenada,
Mississippi, graduated from Ole Miss in 1947.
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The 1991 Hall of Fame
Inductees were Gaston
Jones and Louise Avent.
In the above picture, the
honorees are flanked by
James Davis, Eugene
Peery and Tonya Flesher.

The 1992 Hall of Fame
Inductees were John
Mack
Sullivan
of
Arthur Andersen & Co.
and Carl Nabors, a
retiring faculty mem
ber. Mr. and Mrs.
Sullivan and Mr. and
Mrs. Nabors are shown
holding the plaques
that were presented to
them by School of
Accountancy
Dean
Tonya Flesher.

Orleans office when it opened in 1958. He
became a partner in 1966. Miley, who served six
years as partner-in-charge of the tax department,
chaired the Louisiana Society of CPAs’ taxation
committee and was president of the New Orleans
Estate Planning Council.
In 1991, two unusual “firsts” were named to
the Hall of Fame. Gaston Jones of Palm Beach,
FL, a 1940 graduate, was the first Ole Miss
accountancy graduate to join a national CPA firm
when he went to work for Arthur Andersen & Co.
in the Chicago office at a salary of $125 a month.

He served as president of the Mississippi Society
of CPAs in 1970-71 and chaired the Mississippi
State Board of Public Accountancy for six years
beginning in 1974. His service to the profession
nationally included representing Mississippi on
the Council of the American Institute of CPAs.
Ken’s son, John P. Nail, was a 1973 Taylor
Medalist in accountancy.
Bob Miley, a native of Clarksdale, received
both his bachelors and masters degrees in 1954.
After starting in the Houston office of Arthur
Andersen & Co., he transferred to the New
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Gaston Jones

Charles Boyd

After a successful career at Arthur Andersen,
Jones left the firm in 1950 to form F. A. Callery
and Co., an oil and gas joint venture and one of
the first drilling syndicates in the industry. Still
another successful career began in 1965 when
Jones and a former partner at Callery entered the
citrus fruit industry in Florida. The venture oper
ated more than 4,000 acres of orange and grape
fruit groves. He retired in 1989.
The other 1991 inductee was Louise
Anderson Murray Avent of Oxford, a 1947 grad
uate who was one of the first woman to graduate
from Ole Miss with a degree in accountancy.
Louise Avent operates a dairy in Oxford. Her son,
Thomas W. Avent, Jr., has both bachelors and
masters degrees in accountancy from Ole Miss.
Both individuals inducted in 1991 have been
quite successful in the business world—proving
that accountancy is the perfect schooling for
almost any type of business career.
Another faculty member was honored with
induction into the Hall of Fame in 1992 when the
retiring Carl Nabors was selected. Nabors had
joined the faculty in 1961 after a short career with
Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & Co. Nabors had
served as department chairman, assistant dean of
the business school, and acting dean. Joining
Nabors as a 1992 inductee was John Mack
Sullivan of the Houston office of Arthur Andersen
& Co. Sullivan graduated from Ole Miss in 1958
and headed Arthur Andersen’s Southwest Region

and several offices in the
Pacific Rim area. He
retired from the firm in
1992 and moved to the
Detroit area.
There was only one
inductee in 1993; that
was H. Eugene Peery.
Due to illness, Mr. Peery
was unable to attend the
ceremony, but his daugh
ter, Martha Williston of
Memphis, accepted the
award on his behalf.
Shortly thereafter, on
June 29, 1993, H. Eugene
Peery succumbed to cancer. He had served on the
Ole Miss faculty for 42 years and had taught lit
erally thousands of students. Prior to coming to
Ole Miss, Peery had earned bachelors (1943) and
masters (1948) degrees from the University of
Nebraska. Between degrees, he served three years

1993 Hall of Fame—Professor Gene Peery (cen
ter) visits with former student, Senator Trent
Lott, and Senator Howard Baker.
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Professors James W.
Davis and Tonya K.
Flesher present the
1993 Hall of Fame
plaque to Gene Peery’s
daughter Martha Peery
Williston and Peter
Williston.

of Chicago, IL. Both individuals have used their
backgrounds in accounting to rise to the top of
their professions.
Howard Davidson, a 1949 graduate and a
native of Oxford who became a General Motors
dealer in Booneville, has been a long-time friend
of Ole Miss and accountancy education in gener
al. Over the years, he has provided many scholar
ships to students from Northeast Mississippi. He
was also a friend of the faculty, often organizing
dinners or other activities to bring the School of
Accountancy personnel together. In 1989, he pro-

in the U. S. Army. He received a Purple Heart
Award and a Bronze Star in Italy. He was dis
charged in 1946 with the terminal rank of
Captain. In 1949 and 1950, he taught accounting
at his alma mater. Peery’s starting salary in 1951
was $3,800 per year. Professor Peery’s career at
Ole Miss is summarized in the resolution
approved by the faculty senate shortly after his
death (see resolution at the end of this section).
Two outstanding business leaders were
inducted into the Hall of Fame in 1994, Howard
Davidson of Booneville, MS, and Charles Locke

Charles Locke, a 1952
graduate and charter
member of Beta Alpha
Psi, was a 1994 induc
tee into the School of
Accountancy Hall of
Fame. James W. Davis
presents the plaque to
Mr. Locke while profes
sors Charles Taylor and
Dale Flesher look on.
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Hall of Fame Honoree
Howard Davidson and
his wife, Dorothy, are
flanked
by
Dale
Flesher, Tonya Flesher,
and James Davis.

vided a school car for the availability of faculty
members travelling to professional meetings. He
also served as president of the Accountancy
Alumni Chapter from 1987 through 1988.
Charles S. Lock, a 1952 graduate with a mas
ters degree in 1955, is the chairman of the board
and chief executive officer of Morton
International, Inc., a spin-off of Morton Thiokol,
of which he was also president. Mr. Locke was
unable to attend the induction ceremony, but his
former classmate, faculty member Charles W.
Taylor accepted the award on his behalf. He had
previously been inducted into The University of

Mississippi Alumni Hall of Fame in 1989. He was
a charter member of the Ole Miss Chapter of Beta
Alpha Psi. He was able to attend the 1995 induc
tion ceremony.
The 1995 honoree was Arnold L. Young of
Raymond, Mississippi. He is a CPA and a 1954
graduate of the Ole Miss Accountancy program.
Mr. Young is only one of a large family of Ole
Miss Accountancy products. His brother, W. E.
Young is a 1951 graduate and a CPA. His son
Richard Young is a 1977 graduate and a CPA, and
his son Randy E. Young is a 1980 graduate and a
CPA. While at Ole Miss, Arnold served as an offi-

Mr. Arnold Young is
being congratulated
by Dr. Dale Flesher,
Associate Dean, as
being
the
1995
inductee to the School
of Accountancy ’s Hall
of Fame.
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Charles S. Boyd, Jr.
and Jerry E. West were
the 1996 inductees
into the School of
Accountancy Hall of
Fame. Dean Davis
and Associate Dean
Flesher flank the two
honorees.

Arnold has always been willing to share his time
and resources with the School of Accountancy.
He has served as president of the School’s Alumni
Chapter and he was a charter member of the
Accountancy Order, which is the School’s high
est level of giving. More recently, both of his sons
followed his example and became Order mem
bers. Arnold has also served on the board of
directors of the Ole Miss Alumni Association and
on the board of the University's Foundation.
Arnold has many professional accomplish
ments in accountancy, which is a requirement for
this award. However, what distinguishes Arnold
is his friendship and loyalty to the School of
Accountancy and the University of Mississippi.
In summary, Arnold Young used his Ole Miss
accountancy degree to become highly successful
in both public accounting and in industry. In addi
tion, he has not forgotten Ole Miss. Through his
donations of time, money, expertise, and family,
he has made the Ole Miss accountancy program
better for all.
The 1996 inductees were Houston, TX, CPA
Jerry E. West, and Walnut Creek, CA, CMA
Charles S. Boyd, Jr.
Jerry West, a native of Tupelo, MS, graduat
ed from Ole Miss in 1958 and received a masters
degree in 1959. He served as treasurer of Beta
Alpha Psi, the accountancy honorary, in 1959. He
passed the May 1959 CPA exam on his first sit
ting and received the silver medal for achieving

cer of Beta Alpha Psi, Beta Gamma Sigma, and
Delta Sigma Pi.
This graduate of Crystal Springs High
School started at Ole Miss in 1950. Following
graduation in 1954, Arnold Young was called
into the Air Force. After a year's training as a
pilot, he was transferred to the Pentagon where
he served as an accounting officer. While at the
Pentagon, he was in charge of more than 350 mil
itary and civilian employees. He was discharged
in July 1957 as a captain.
In August 1957, he went to work for Arthur
Andersen & Co. in the Houston office. After a
year, he left Arthur Andersen and joined the
California Oil company in New Orleans, but in
1960 he returned to Arthur Andersen. He was
one of the first "computer systems" persons at
the firm.
From 1964 to 1974, Arnold served as vice
president and controller of American Public Life
Insurance Company. In 1974, John Palmer called
and
asked
Arnold
to
join
Mobile
Communications Corporation of America in
Jackson.
Arnold
served
as
Mobile
Communications vice president and treasurer
with duties encompassing general accounting,
taxes, and internal audit. In 1990, a portion of the
company was bought out by BellSouth for
approximately $750 million. The remaining
assets were spun off into Mtel Corporation.
Despite being a busy corporate executive,
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ble for the direction and coordination of all
financial activities of the corporation including
treasury, accounting, budgeting, profit analysis,
forecasting, computers, taxes, insurance, pur
chasing, and related activities.
Boyd began his college career at Delta
State Teachers College in 1940, where he
played freshman and varsity football. He left
school in December 1941 to join the Marine
Corps. He came to Ole Miss in 1946 following
four years in the military. His memories of Ole
Miss include his first fall semester when his
living quarters for the first four weeks were a
double-decker bunk on the floor of the gymna
sium. In due time, after some students had
withdrawn from the University, he was relocat
ed to regular dormitory quarters. In retrospect,
he stated that it was the dedicated work of
accountancy professors Clive Dunham and
Wendell Trumbull who convinced him to
become an accountant. Through the efforts of
these professors, he was hired by Chevron
because he was a graduate of one of the top
schools of accountancy in the country.
Boyd has been married to the former Dorothy
Graves since 1950. The couple has one son,
Charles Kevin Boyd. Boyd has a sister living in
Oxford-Christine Boyd Stokes.
Lucian S. Minor will be the 1997 inductee.
He is a retired managing partner of the
Memphis office of Ernst & Young. He graduat
ed in 1937.

the second highest score in the state. He is a
member of the Alumni Association Accountancy
Order at Ole Miss.
West joined the Houston office of Arthur
Andersen & Co. in June 1959 and became an
audit partner in 1970. He retired in 1992. During
his last 22 years with the firm, he served as the
Audit Division Head with responsibility for up to
170 professional personnel and 12 partners. He
also served on the firm-wide Banking and Real
Estate Industry Team.
He has two brothers who graduated from Ole
Miss, both of whom are accountants: James F.
West is a CPA in Tupelo, while William T. West
of Grenada is an auditor with the Mississippi
State Auditor's office.
When West retired in 1992, the managing
partner of the Houston office stated that "Perhaps
Jerry's greatest contribution has been in the devel
opment of so many outstanding partners and man
agers who have worked with him over the years.
His balanced judgment and advice have been
actively sought by clients and partners in all divi
sions and many of our other offices. He has con
tributed significantly to the growth and profitabil
ity of the Houston office.” Numerous Ole Miss
graduates joined Arthur Andersen's Houston
office during Jerry's tenure.
Jerry and his wife Janice were married in
1961. They have two children, Kevin and Karen.
The other 1996 inductee was Charles S.
Boyd, Jr., a retiree of Chevron Corporation (for
merly Standard Oil of California). Boyd, a
Memphis native, graduated from Ole Miss in
1948 with a degree in accountancy. He joined
Chevron shortly after graduation and over the
next 37 years rose through the ranks to Vice
President of Finance for Chevron International
Petroleum, the position he held for the ten years
prior to his retirement in 1985. In 1974, he sat for
the Certified Management Accountant (CMA)
examination and became one of the first 200
CMAs in this country.
Besides working in New Orleans and
California, he held positions at various times
during his career in London, Caracas,
Venezuela, and Tripoli, Libya. In his final posi
tion as vice president of finance for Chevron
International Petroleum, Inc., he was responsi

Lucian Minor
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SENATE OF THE FACULTY RESOLUTION
HONORING HARRY EUGENE PEERY
Whereas Harry Eugene Peery, Professor of Accountancy, passed away on June 29, 1993 after
having served the University of Mississippi with distinction from 1951 until the date of his
untimely death.
Whereas Gene excelled in the teaching and counseling of the young men and women who are
students and graduates at Ole Miss and manifested his love for the institution, its faculty, staff
and students by his forty-two years of service. Foremost to Gene’s heart was the process that
prepares young men and women for life. He was exceptionally gifted in that regard. Professor
Peery received numerous accolades to his teaching abilities. He was selected the recipient of
the Outstanding Teacher Award for the School of Accountancy and for the University. Gene
was also designated the School of Business’ nominee for the University’s Distinguished
Teacher prior to the date when Accountancy was established as a separate School. Gene’s
teaching history at Ole Miss spans tens of thousands of students and 17 different courses. He
left a legacy of love and devotion that has inspired the students whom he so willingly served.
Whereas testimonies to his impact include the Chair of Accountancy established in his name,
the more than 60 of his former students who have risen to partnership level in public account
ing firms and his very close association with professional and fraternal student organizations.
Whereas he actively guided students in Omicron Delta Kappa (ODK), Phi Kappa Phi, Beta
Gamma Sigma, Beta Alpha Psi, Campus Republicans and the Sigma Nu Fraternity. Gene’s
association with ODK spanned more than twenty years. His close affiliation with the Sigma
Nu Fraternity was for forty-one years. In all cases he interacted with genuine enthusiasm and
established enduring personal relationships with many of the young men and women who
were fortunate enough to seek out his counsel.
Whereas Gene was a family man, a civic servant of the Oxford/University Community and
close colleague of the many faculty and staff who profited from his helpful suggestions and
encouragement. He was a faithful husband of his wife, Dorothy, until her death in 1992. He
was also a loving and caring father to his daughters, Martha Williston and Adair Wymore. Not
only was Gene a member of a dozen professional and social organizations but he was also an
advocate of the Accountancy Program and the University of Mississippi. He was a principal
contributor to major departmental research proposals and helped with various city and state
civic functions.

Whereas Gene served as a member of the faculty senate for twelve years in addition to many
other committee assignments at the School and University level.
Whereas Professor Peery’s impact upon Ole Miss was a lengthy and affectionate one, his
impact upon individuals immeasurable and constructive, his spirit vibrant and passionate and
his character caring and generous, the Senate of the Faculty resolves that the University of
Mississippi recognize the magnanimous life-long contribution of this especially gifted and
devoted servant and convey to his surviving family and close associates sympathy for the
great loss that they feel. It is further moved that a copy of this resolution be spread upon the
minutes of the Senate of the Faculty of the University of Mississippi and copies of the Senate
Resolution be furnished to Gene’s daughters, Martha and Adair.
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Graduates of the Doctoral Program
The doctoral program grew substantially
following the establishment of the School of
Accountancy. Whereas there were only five doc
toral students in 1979, that number had
increased to 20 by 1986 and has stayed in that
range since. At the same time that the quantity
was increasing, the quality was going up as well,
as the average admission test scores increased
considerably. During the past decade, virtually
every doctoral student has passed the CPA exam
before being admitted to the program. Others
held the CMA certificate. Some years there have
been nearly 200 prospective students interested
in the five or six positions available annually in
the program.
The doctoral graduates are listed in Exhibit
6, along with the names of their dissertation
advisors. Virtually all of these individuals taught
sophomore level courses in accounting at some
time during their stay at Ole Miss. In 1996, a
Doctoral Teaching Award was inaugurated. The
fellow receives a $100 award. Tara Sudderth
won the initial award.

Ole Miss granted its first doctoral degree
(Ph.D) in accountancy to Earl G. Thames in
1964. More than 60 others received doctorates
over the subsequent 30 years. Only 28 accoun
tancy doctoral programs in the country are older
than the Ole Miss program. It is still the only
accountancy Ph.D. program in the state of
Mississippi. Joseph Cerny chaired Thames’ dis
sertation committee. Oddly, it was the only dis
sertation Cerny every chaired. Charles Taylor
has chaired more dissertations than any other
faculty member with a total of 18. Dale Flesher
follows with 15 chairmanships.
The first woman to receive an Ole Miss
Accountancy Ph.D. was Lillian C. Parrish, who
completed her doctoral work in 1977. As Lillian
Cundiff, she had been the first female member
of the Ole Miss Beta Alpha Psi chapter when she
was inducted in 1953. Dr. Parrish has enjoyed a
successful career as a professor at the University
of Central Arkansas. The second woman to
receive a Ph.D. was Tonya Flesher, who gradu
ated in 1979.

Tara Lynn Sudderth of
Birmingham, AL, is
congratulated by Dean
James W. Davis for
being named recipient
of the 1996 Doctoral
Teaching Award.
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EXHIBIT 6
OLE MISS PH.D. GRADUATES AND DISSERTATION CHAIRPERSONS
Last Name

First Name

Year

Present Employer

Diss. Chairperson

Subject

Thames

Earl G.

1964

Northwestern St. Univ. of LA

Cerny, Joseph

Tax

Whitt

John D.

1968

Retired

Taylor, Charles

Managerial

Smith

Jack L.

1969

University of South Florida

Craven, Albert

Managerial

Kaylor

Norman R.

1971

Univ. N. Carolina-Wilmington

Shull, S. Cabel

Managerial

Cato

C. E.

1972

Grambling Sate University

Taylor, Charles

Auditing

Davis

James W.

1972

University of Mississippi

Craven, Albert

History

Lawrence

Howard

1972

Christian Brothers College

Craven, Albert

History

Bacon

Leonard A.

1973

California State-Bakersfield

Taylor, Charles

International

Calvasina

Richard

1973

University of West Florida

Howell, Dee

Managerial

Fuller

B. J.

1973

University of Nevada, Reno

Davis, James

Financial

Kilgore

Ronald W.

1974

Univ. of Tennessee at Martin

Taylor, Charles

Profession

Barton

M. Frank

1975

Deceased

Taylor, Charles

Education

King

Jerry Gale

1975

Univ. of Southern Mississippi

Taylor, Charles

Managerial

Cummings

Robert Ray

1976

Private Practice

Taylor, Charles

Managerial

Mansour

Fathi

1976

Deceased

Sellers, James

Managerial

Correia

Ernest V.

1977

Arizona

Milam, Edward E.

Financial

Parrish

Lillian C.

1977

Univ, of Central Arkansas

Taylor, Charles

Managerial

Flesher

Tonya K.

1979

University of Mississippi

Taylor, Charles

Tax

Griffin

Richard B.

1979

Univ, of Tennessee at Martin

Taylor, Charles

Not-for-Profit

Friedlob

G. Thomas

1981

Clemson University

Flesher, Dale

Managerial

Izard

C. Douglas

1981

Internal Revenue Service

Milam, Edward E.

Tax

Soroosh

Jalaleddin

1981

Loyola College in Maryland

Taylor, Charles

Financial

Fesmire

Walker E.

1982

University of Michigan-Flint

Wallace, William

History

Fleming

Robert J.

1982

Northern Michigan University

Flesher, Dale

Financial

Ganguli

Gouranga

1983

Univ, of Texas - Pan American

Flesher, Dale

Education

Pitman

Marshall K.

1983

Univ, of Texas - San Antonio

Briner, Russell

Financial

1984

Radford University

Briner, Russell

International

Amenkhienan Felix
Carpenter

Floyd W.

1984

Murray State University

Wallace, William

Tax

Fahnestock

Robert

1984

University of West Florida

Briner, Russell

Tax

Kuo

Homg-Ching

1984

National Chengehi University

Flesher, Dale

Financial

Younkins

Edward W.

1984

Wheeling College

Porter, Grover

Profession
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Rezaee

Zabihollah

1985

Middle Tennessee State

Briner, Russell

Financial

Elmore

Robert

1986

Tennessee Tech University

Briner, Russell

Managerial

Gauntt

James

1986

Univ, of Arkansas-Little Rock

Briner, Russell

Auditing

Morris

Joseph

1986

Southeastern Louisiana Univ.

Davis, James

Tax

Salem

Aziza

1986

University of Cairo

Flesher, Dale

International

Leinicke

Linda M.

1987

Illinois State University

Flesher, Dale

Profession

McNair

Frances

1987

Mississippi State University

Flesher, Tonya K.

Tax

Moody

Sharon M.

1987

George Washington University

Briner, Russell

Financial

Ostrosky

Joyce Rescho

1987

Illinois State University

Flesher, Tonya K.

Profession

Akers

Michael

1988

Marquette University

Briner, Russell

Managerial

Crain

John L.

1988

Southeastern Louisiana Univ.

Wallace, William

Financial

Dancer

Terry

1988

Arkansas State University

Davis, James

Education

Legge

R. Sue

1988

Rhodes College

Taylor, Charles

History

Smith

Keith

1988

Arkansas State University

Burkett, Homer

Managerial

Bilbeisi

Khamis M.

1989

Troy State University

Burkett, Homer

International

Brock

Glenda C.

1989

Cal State Poly - Pomona

Wallace, William

Tax

Elfekey

Mahmoud

1989

Univ, of Alabama - Huntsville

Graves, 0. Finley

Financial

Ewer

Sidney R.

1989

Southwest Missouri State

Wallace, William

Systems

Coker

John W.

1990

Belmont University

Flesher, Dale

Financial

French

George Rick

1990

Indiana University Southeast

Wallace, William

Behavioral

Leggett

Carl L.

1990

Valdosta State University

Thompson, James

Financial

Sharp

Andrew D.

1990

Spring Hill College

Taylor, Charles

Financial

Buttress

Thomas

1991

Indiana University-Kokomo

Wallace, William

Tax

Carstens

Robert

1991

Alabama State University

Graves, O. Finley

Financial

Daniels

Roger B.

1991

College of Charleston

Taylor, Charles

Profession

Hodge

Thomas G.

1991

Northeast Louisiana Univ.

Flesher, Dale

Managerial

Gill

John W.

1992

Jackson State University

Flesher, Dale

Auditing

Hoskins

Margaret A.

1992

Henderson State University

Flesher, Dale

History

Jordan

Robert E.

1992

Univ, of Wisconsin - Superior

Flesher, Dale

History

Schmelzle

George

1992

University of Detroit - Mercy

Flesher, Dale

Systems

Barney

Douglas K.

1993

Indiana University-Southeast

Graves, 0. Finley

Financial

Henry

Laurie

1993

Old Dominion University

Graves, 0. Finley

Behavioral

Spikes

Pamela A.

1993

Univ, of Central Arkansas

Flesher, Tonya K.

Tax

Swenson

Dan

1993

University of Idaho

Flesher, Dale

Managerial

Throneberry

Mary Beth

1993

Robert Morris College

Wallace, William

Tax

Williams

John Richard

1993

Southwest Missouri State

Graves, O. Finley

International
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Bitter,

Michael E.

1994

Tennessee Tech University

Taylor, Charles

Audit

Wells

Steve

1994

Alcorn State University

Wallace, William

Tax

McCoy

Tim

1994

Univ, of Texas-Pan American

Taylor, Charles

Behavioral

Brown

Michael H.

1994

Abilene Christian University

Wallace, William

Tax

Duncan

John B.

1994

Mississippi College

Flesher, Dale

Not-For-Profit

Hardin

J. Russell

1995

Gardner-Webb University

Graves, 0. Finley

Profession

Lehman

Mark W.

1995

Mississippi State University

Taylor, Charles

Education

Singleton

Tommie

1995

University of North Alabama

Flesher, Dale

History

Ford

Sharon

1996

Stetson University

Flesher, Tonya K.

Tax

Atkinson

Keith E.

1996

Delta State University

Taylor, Charles

Auditing

Gurley

A. Lee

1996

University of Wyoming

Flesher, Tonya K.

Tax

Quinn

Tina S.

1996

Arkansas State University

Flesher, Tonya K.

Tax

In most years since 1978, an accounting doctoral student has been selected to attend the American
Accounting Association’s annual doctoral consortium. Each doctoral granting school in the nation is
entitled to send one student each year. The Ole Miss candidate is selected by a vote of the graduate fac
ulty. The names of the Ole Miss students attending the consortia over the years include:

1978
1979
1980
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997

Tonya K. Flesher
Robert Fahnestock
Robert C. Elmore
Floyd W. Carpenter
Joyce Rescho
Linda M. Leinicke
None
Michael D. Akers
Thomas Buttross
John Gill
None
John Richard Williams
Margaret Hoskins
Laurie Henry
Michael Bitter
Tommie W. Singleton
Sharon Ford
Brenda Yelvington
ClareceY. Nash
Philip A. Brown

Actually, Ole Miss students attended the consortia even earlier than 1978. The AAA held its first
doctoral consortium in 1971, and Ole Miss was represented each of the first two years. The first repre
sentative was Terry H. Miller, followed by G. Russell Barber, Jr. in 1972. Neither of these individuals,
however, graduated with degrees in accountancy. Ole Miss did not send a representative between 1973
and 1977.
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Summary and Conclusion
The accountancy program at the University
of Mississippi has enjoyed a rich history. In the
early years, professors from the Northern states
filled the faculty positions; four of the earliest
professors held degrees from schools in Illinois.
Three of the longest serving professors, Crosier,
Dunham, and Peery, came to Ole Miss from the
High Plains states of South Dakota and Nebraska.
They seemingly fit in well. Not surprisingly, the
problems have remained unchanged over the
years. Dunham mentioned that the major prob
lem was the low faculty salaries in the 1930s. The
1992 reaccreditation team reiterated the lack of
resources and the inadequate facilities. Despite
the lack of resources, the program has prospered,
primarily due to the dedication of the faculty and
the loyalty of many alumni.
The Ole Miss School of Accountancy is the
only separate school of accountancy in the state
and offers the only Ph.D. program and the largest
masters degree in taxation. The University of
Mississippi was the first in the state to offer grad
uate degrees in accounting and was the first school
to be accredited by the American Assembly of
Collegiate Schools of Business. The School leads
the state in medal winners for scores on the CPA
exam. It is the only public university in the state
which can offer its graduate students the benefits
of the resources and courses provided by a law
school. Ole Miss has attained a reputation as an
accounting research center. The National Tax
History Research Center, the National EDP
Auditing Archival Center, and the Academy of
Accounting Historians Videotape Collection are
housed on the University’s campus and have
attracted national and international scholars.
The Ole Miss School of Accountancy—once
a pioneer in the school of accountancy move
ment—is today one of the premier programs in
the country and is striving to become even better.
But the eye on the future is not at the expense of
the past. Accountancy has a long and rich heritage
at the University—a heritage that is appreciated
by the present faculty. What with the new 150hour laws and the constant expansion of subject

matter, things are changing in accountancy, and
The University of Mississippi is going to be at the
forefront of accounting education. As the faculty
looks toward the millennium, it does so with a
new dean, but without a faculty member who had
buttressed the program for nearly half a century.
But the program was viewed as outstanding
before Gene Peery came along; there is no reason
that the present faculty cannot maintain the stan
dard of excellence that has typified Ole Miss
accountancy throughout its history.
The School of Accountancy’s march toward
the millennium is guided by a mission statement
and set of objectives, as shown below.

Current Mission and Objectives of
the School of Accountancy
To affirm The University of Mississippi as
one of the leading institutions in accounting
education in the nation.
A. Maintain the level of quality achieved in
the past.
B. Develop national image of the graduate
programs to match that of the undergrad
uate program.
C. Maintain high standards of admission
and graduation.
D. Monitor changes in accounting education
and adopt innovations that further our
mission as a professional school of
accountancy.
II. To insure that the School of Accountancy
remains accredited.
A. Review and update curriculum as needed.
B. Retain and recruit quality faculty.
C. Improve facilities.
D. Maintain state-of-the-art computer and
library resources to support teaching and
research efforts.
E. Attract funding for the school.
F. Attract more and better students.
G. Place students in positions with CPA
firms, industries, governmental units and
educational institutions.
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IV. To encourage and support the involvement of
the faculty in professional activities.
A. Encourage faculty to be members of pro
fessional organizations and serve as offi
cers, committee members, and board
members of these organizations.
B. Promote participation in meetings, semi
nars, and conventions.
C. Recognize involvement in campus, ser
vice, and community activities.
D. Provide funding to support professional
involvement.

H. Continue and strengthen relationships
with alumni and employers of graduates.
I. Encourage the support of the Advisory
Council.
J. Strengthen relationships with other
departments and schools.
III. To encourage and support the academic con
tributions of the faculty.
A. Reward excellent classroom performance.
B. Encourage research and publication.
C. Provide research assistants and clerical
support.
D. Sponsor conferences, workshops and
speakers.

With the above mission and objectives as a guide, the School of Accountancy is aiming toward
being the best accountancy program in the nation. The faculty is in place, the facilities are the best they
have ever been and there is the promise of a remodeled Conner Hall before the coming of the millennium
, the alumni are supportive, and there is a rich tradition of which to be proud. With all of this, the
students of the future may turn out to be even better than those of the past.

The School of Accountancy faculty in the fall of 1994. From left to right: Rees T Bowen, Tonya K. Flesher,
Dave Nichols, Kathy Schmitz (registrar), Mark Wilder, Morris Stocks, Marianne Bradford, Carl Nabors
(emeritus and part-time), James W. Davis, Homer Burkett, Charles Taylor, Charles Walker (business law),
Judith Cassidy, Finley Graves, William D. Wallace (emeritus), Dale L. Flesher, Virginia Ittenbach.
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The Fall 1996 Accountancy faculty are pictured in the Library lobby. Clockwise, beginning at the lower
left is: Cheryl Metrejean, Marianne Bradford, Charles Taylor, Laura Kinney, Morris Stocks, Finley Graves,
Dale Flesher, Cal Mayo, Homer Burkett, Dave Nichols, Mark Wilder, James W. Davis, Judith Cassidy, and
Tonya Flesher.
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Appendix A
ALPHABETICAL LIST OF
ACCOUNTANCY FACULTY, 1917-1997
The following is a list of those individuals who have held full-time positions on the accoun
tancy faculty over the past 75 years. Only those who were hired for more-or-less permanent posi
tions are listed. In other words, doctoral students, even though they may have held full-time posi
tions, are not listed because their employment at Ole Miss was considered temporary. A separate
exhibit lists all individuals who have received doctorates in accountancy from the University.
Virtually all doctoral graduates taught at least some classes—most on a part-time basis, but a few
held full-time contracts for one or more years.

Beck, Robert Louis (1962-63)

Kimball, Preston Whitcomb (1936-1937)

Bowen, Rees T. (1994-1995)

Lowe, Franklin C. (1961-1966)

Bradford, Marianne (1992-Present)

Metrejean, Cheryl T. (1996-Present)

Briner, Russell F. (1978-1988)

Milam, Edward E. (1971-1990)

Burkett, Homer H. (1977-Present)

Morrison, Karl (1941-42)

Cassidy, Judith (1989-Present)

Nabors, Carl W. (1961-1992)

Cattanach, Richard L. (1971-1973)

Neidert, Kalo E. (1954-1957)

Cerny, Joseph (1946-1971)

Nichols, Dave (1991-Present)

Christiansen, Irving K. (1950-1951)

Nichols, Robert L. (1949-1951)

Craven, Albert (1967-1972)

Payne, Jeff (1997-Present)

Crockett, James R. (1977-1979)

Peery, Harry Eugene (1951-1993)

Crosier, Arthur Boone (1917-1937)

Philhours, Joel E. (1976-1977)

Davis, James Wilbur (1965-Present)

Porter, Grover L. (1975-1976 and 1981-1985)

Davis, Martin (1964-1966)

Scheps, Clarence (1946-1947)

Dougherty, Louis Roberts, Jr. (1943-44)

Sellers, James H. (1973-1978)

Dunham, Clive F. (1937-1965)

Simmons, Sam J. (1935-36)

Flesher, Dale L. (1977-Present)

Smith, Gerald (1979-1980)

Flesher, Tonya K. (1977-Present)

Smith, L. Murphy (1981-1984)

Graves, O. Finley (1983-Present)

Stocks, Morris (1991-Present)

Guyton, Diane T. Pearson (1976-1992)

Taylor, Charles Wallace (1957-59, and

1965-Present)

Hanbery, Glyn W. (1971-1973)

Higgins, Forrest Dale (1951-1954)

Thompson, James H. (1986-1991)

Holmes, James D. J. (1957-1965)

Trembley, Edward (1940-41)

Ittenbach, Virginia (Ginger) (1993-1995)

Trumbull, Wendell P. (1937-1955)

Jackson, James D. (1958-1960)

Wallace, William D. (1976-1994)

Kane, Robert L. (1949-1950)

Wilder, Mark (1993-Present)
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Sponsors
The following is a list of those individuals who have sponsored the publication
of this volume with special donations earmarked for this purpose. Names are in
alphabetical order. Graduation dates follow the names.

Charles Boyd (1948), Walnut Creek, CA
Howard Davidson (1949), Booneville, MS

Edward A. DeMiller (1939), Jackson, MS

Ernst & Young, Memphis, TN
Stephen Gong (1972), Jackson, MS

W. Thomas Jagodinski (1978), Scott, MS
Donald D. Jones (1966, 1967), Bermuda
Carl W. Nabors (1952, 1953), Oxford, MS

John Mack Sullivan (1958), Houston, TX
Donna Dukes Wade (1974), Oxford, MS

Jerry E. West (1958, 1959), Houston, TX

Arnold L. Young (1954), Raymond, MS
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